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1.  Subject  report  is  forwarded  for  review  and  Evaluation' ■in"‘accOTdah<f6"'^^^ 

with  paragraph  Sb,  AR  525-15.  Evaluations  and  corrective  actions  should 
be  reported  to  ACSFOR  OT  RD,  Operational  R^oytR  90  days 

of  roclpt  of  covorlng  letcor.  ^ 

2.  Information  contained  in  this  report ~iF~prbviJ^  to  insure  that  the 
Army  realizes  current  benefits  from  lessons  learned  during  recent  opera¬ 
tions. 
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3.  To  insure  that  the  information  provided  through  the  Lessons  Learned 
Program  is  readily  available  on  a  continuous  basis,  a  cumulative  Lessons 
Learned  Index  containing  alphabetical  listings  of  items  appearing  in  the 
reports  is  compiled  and  distributed  periodically.  Recipients  of  the 
attached  report  are  encouraged  to  recommend  items  from  it  for  inclusion 
In  the  Index  by  completing  and  returning  the  self-addressed  form  provided 
at  the  end  of  this  report. 
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SUBJECT:  Operational  Roport  of  3d  Squadron.  17th  Cavalry  for  Period  Ending 
30  April  1968,  RCS  CSFOR  -  65  (Rl) 


See  Distribution: 


.1.,  vSercipr*  Oporntions :  Si(»Dif leant  Actlvltios 

a.  Tbs  squadron’s  objectives  and  missions  during  this  Quarter  uera  to 
locate  Vr./P.*k  forces,  enemy  logistical  bases,  and  interdict  enemy  lines  of 
coratunicaticn  leading  from  Cambodia,  The  squadron,  with  troops  OPCON  to 
several  units  during  this  period,  achieved  wide  coverage  of  a  large  section  of 
III  Corps  Tactic;’.!  Zene  and  part  of  iV  Corps  Tactical  Zone,  The  area  in¬ 
cluded:  Tay  Ninh  and  Fhuoc  Long  Provinces  to  the  liorth,  Cambodian  Border 
to  the  west,  Kien  Tuong  .Province  to  the  south,  and  Xuan  Loc  Province  to  the 
east. 


(1)  Dudng  the  month  of  Februr  ry,  Squadron  was  involved  in  conducting 
detailed  roconnaissanco  around  the  strategic  locations  of  Tan  Son  IJhiit  Air 
Base  and  the  Bicn  Hoa-Long  Binh  complex.  An  additional  mission  assigned 
during  this  period  was  that  of  counter-rocket  siarveillance.  The  squadron 
provided  a  concentrated  around-the-clock  effort  to  discover  and  destroy 
rockot  launching  sites  in  the  "vicinity  of  these  two  key  areas.  Many  sites 
were  located  and  destroyed,  rocket  caches  were  located,  and  two  sites  were 
engaged  and  destroyed  while  the  enemy  was  physically  launching  rockets, 

(2)  A  technique  involving  cooperation  between  aero  scouts  and  Air 
Force  Forward  Air  Controllers  was  devised  and  employed.  The  aero  scouts, 
after  requesting  an  air  strike,  would  place  a  smoke  grenade  on  top  of  the 
target.  This  would  give  the  FaC  the  exact  location  of  the  target  enabling 
the  FAC  to  direct  more  accxffate  strikes  with  tho  fightor-bombers.  After  the 
strike,  the  aero  scouts  would  rrko  a  lew  level  bomb  damage  assessment,  ih3- 
laying'the  information  to  tho  FAC,  This  cooperative  effort  usually  achieved 
much  freator  target  coverage  with  a  more  efficient  use  of  tactical  air  assets, 

(3)  Operations  dvrin'’  the  month  of  March  were  conducted  away  from 
the  key  target  areas  of  the  TET  Offonsivo,  along  the  routes  of  withdrawl  of 

the  enemy  forces  and  their  new  locations.  Reconnaissance  operations  revealed 
withdrawal  ro'jtos  leading  away  from  the  Saigon  area,  northwest  past  Cu  Chi, 
end  into  the  Ho  Bo  -  Bo  Lol  -  Trapezoid  areas. 
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(4)  DiiTing  the  month  of  Ajaril,  the  squadron  moved  its  efforts  north¬ 
ward,  idorttfying  and  Intc/rdicting  eneny  lines  of  comnunications  from  Caaibodia 
intr  ttif:  .Svirig  Bo  -  Da-i:  T-j.ung  areas.  Routes  of  resupply  were  discovered 
with  evidence  that  supplies  were  being  moved  by  motor  vehicles  as  well  as  by 
foot,  oxcarts  and  sampans.  Trucks  wero  loc-ated  and  destroyed  in  enemy 
storo-ce  areas.  This  mission  has  proven  very  effective  and  in  interdicting 
Icr.o’.v'ii  lines  of  coiTimunication  and  is  expected  to  contribxito  materially  to  the 
overall  objectives  in  these  areas, 

Sp.->  ■■ :  f ^  c  Operatl  nns .  The  3d  Squadron,  17th  Cavalry  participated  in 
ten  ojiovatio’.'L)  during  the  reporting  period.  These  operations  wore  conducted 
in  conjunction  with  the  25th  Infantry  Division,  1st  Infantry  Division,  9th 
Inf'nt’y  Di'clsion,  Uth  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment,  199th  Light  Infantry  Brigade, 
end  l.Olst  Airborne  Division, 

During  the  TET  Offensive,  3fi  Squadron,  17th  Cavalry  (-)  was 
r.o.'cncou  fre-m  Oj-'c.ration  Ycllowstjnc  and  prer/idod  a  concentrated  effort  to 
f-^xV  an''  ,Ti\  onc-iy  forces  in  the  areas  of  Saigon  and  Cu  Chi,  B  Troop  operatod 
in  t.hrj  SaLgon  -  Due  Hoa  -  Bav.  i’rai  areas  with  C  Troop  concentrating  in  the 
Ivon  f/Langlc  -  Ho  3o  -  Trapo^oid  -  Cu  Chi  areas,  A  Troop  remained  OPCON  to 
I99ih  Jtlr-ht  Infantry  Brigade*  D  Troop  was  OPCON  to  1st  Battalion,  5th  Infantry 
(Mechanized)  rperating  alcrg  tho  25ih  Infantry  Division  M5R.  On  i  February, 

B  Troop,  01-  laxing  to  tho  nor’-h  and  west  of  Saigon,  spotted  an  active  base 

camp  r.'b  XT779071.  Approximately  one  compr^ny  of  enemy  troops,  with  weapons, 
vms  sighted  in  one  bare  camij  and  snrroxuidirg  woodlinc,  B  Troop  ionedietoly 
tool:  the  VC  undo::  fire  with  aoro  weapens  elements  while  requesting  an  oirstrik© 
and  artillery,  Tho  target  area  vras  engaged  for  over  an  hour  resulting  in  73 
YO  Kitvi  (BC)  and  1  US  Ida,  C  Troop  sighted  small  groups  of  onory  troops  several 
times  durJ.ng  the  day;  groups  of  5  or  6  VC  at  XT668262,  XT629326,  XT670304, 
end  I’'.T636.':50,  plui  sevcial  smaller  groups  at  other  locations.  All  grours 
wero  engaged  uixh  automatic  weapons  and  rockets  resulting  in  I6  KBa  (EC) 
and  18  KE/»  (Pos:  :ble).  On  2  February,  B  Troop  reported  10  VC  hiding  in  the 
woods  at  X.T'/79C85,  Tlio  eneny  was  engaged  with  organic  weapons  resulting  in 
9  KPA  (EG) ,  B  T'foop  later  reported  approximately  40  VC  hiding  in  a  trench 
at  Xj.’6?821i,  Fight  VC  wore  confirmed  icillcd  as  3  Troop  engaged  tho  site  with 
and  aero  v.'caporu  team.  4th  Battalion,  23d  Infantry  was  then  ordered  by  25th 
.Infant.'ry  Di-.ision  to  sweep  the  area  of  B  Troop's  contact  but  made  no  further 
contact,  C  Trocp  'vain  engaged  several  small  groups  of  VC  troops  vicinity 
XT  5660,  XT 6334,  o"''t  XT  5637  IdlJing  9  VC  KBa  (3C)  \7ith  3  possible  KBii,  Late 
in  tho  afternoon.  C  Troop  v;c.s  on'icred  to  the  vicinity  of  Cu  Chi  in  support 
of  the  ‘iocc'.vi  Prl.g:’.de,  jiilena:ts  of  the  brigade  had  been  in  heavy  contact 
all  morning,  C  Troop,  upon  arrival,  immediately  placed  extremely  accurate 
aero  v.’oapons  firo  on  the  eneny  and  wore  credited  with  36  KBA  (BC;  by  the 
brigadn.  Or.  4  Fobrue-ry,  B  Troop  killed  3  VC  (DC)  trying  to  nm  into  a 
treeline  after  being  spotted  at  XT751148.  B  Troop  then  engaged  an  auto¬ 
matic  weapens  posit.ion  resulting  in  5  (BU)  at  XT804126,  C  Troop  spotted 
2  VC  ct’j:ryirg  *JC~47  riflos  and  engaged  with  2  VC  KE/i  (BC),  The  combined 
efforts  of  both  troops  also  destroyed  22  sampans  during  the  day.  On 
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6  Februe.r;’’,  B  Troop  vjas  supporting  3d  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry,  which  was 
in  heavy  co.uVo.-t  't  The  aoro  weapons  platoon  placed  accurate 

automatic  '.'.vapons  and.  rock-t  five  into  the  eneny  positions  for  over  five 
hours.  The  3/4  Cnvc'lry  credited  B  Troop  with  18  structviros  destroyed, 

10  KB4  (BC),  ojid  20  KB4  (PossiMe).  On  9  February,  D  Troop  was  placed 
OPT  ON  to  4th  Battalion,  23d  Infantry  and  continued  its  mission  of  securing 
'.he  On  13.  February,  B  Troop  reported  7  VC  with  weapons  vicinity 

XT7'T'‘7,  All  seven  were  engaged  rcsuit;Lng  in  7  VC  KBi’i  (BC),  Twenty-fivo 
(25)  enemy  troops  v/ero  then  spotted  along  the  Hoc  ^bn  Canal  at  XT775067 
and  tP]cen  under  fire.  B  Trooo  was  crcd.itcd  with  6  VC  ICBii  (BC)  and  10  VC 
.1*.-.  L.fcBsibrtt)  in  this  engagoment.  C  Troop  was  flying  a  last  light  recon 
aloiig  the  Saigon  River  on  13  February  and  spotted  35  VC  at  XT674^33.  Ih® 
ene:y  troops  were  brought  under  fire  and  an  artillery  mission  was  called 
''n  cho  taigc^t  area,  Results  of  the  artillery  strike  was  28  VC  KIA  (possible). 
On  14  Fobrunry,  B  Troop  sighted  20  VC  at  XT7750S5.  ‘.rtillcry  and  airstrikes 
v;ore  called  on  the  area  revealing  a  larger  cnesy  force  than  was  initially 
Indicated,  ^‘rtillery  and  air  Idlled  40  VC  (BC)  with  26  bunkers  destroyed 
vhLle  B  Troop  was  credited  with  8  KBA  (BC)  and  7  KE.'.  (Possible);  Two 
secondary  explosions  were  also  observed.  On  15  Fobrue.ry,  B  Troop  again 

ropor+cd  cnery  troops  in  the  sane  aroa.  Artillery  and  airstrilces  wore 
again  put  on  the  tajpget  and  ax  1435  hc’jrs  the  aero  rifle  platoon  was  in¬ 
serted  at  XT775085,  The  platoon  sv/opt  through  tho  area  capturing:  3  POiJ, 

3  •‘-X.-50,  9  AK-47,  6  RFC:-2  Imonchors.  3  RPO-7  launchers,  2  -  60nn  Mortars, 

2  Radios,  3  -  ,45  Cal  Pistols,  2-^50  Cal  Machine  Guns,  1-12,7  Ihchino 
Gun.  1  Chicon  H-G,  70  RFC  R ovals,  8000  AK47  Rounds,  50  -  60mn  liortar  Rounds, 

60  Hp.r.d  Grenades,  25  lbs  of  Documents,  10  lbs  of  C4,  10  sots  of  Web  Gear 
and  was  credited  with  22  VC  KIA  (BC)  with  no  US  casualties,  C  Troop 
engaged  several  small  groups  of  VC,  vicinity  XT6237,  obtaining  a  total 
of  17  VC  KBA  (BC),  On  17  February,  D  Troop  was  released  from  tho  4th 
]fettalion,  23d  Infantry, 

(2)  Th7s  operation  was  extremely  successfxfL  inflicting  heavy 
losses  on  the  enemy  with  a  minimum  loss  of  US  personnel  and  equipment. 

Total  eneny  losses  for  the  period  were: 

mJSSl  KJA  .iPoaal 

332  230 

I'tLscellanoous  Destroyed: 

1  -  RPG-2  launch  ar 

2  -  PRC-25  Rodioa 
1  -  AK-47 


Sampans 

Degtroved 

127 


Sampans 


Structures 

RastrevEd.. 

82 


Structures 
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30  April  mm,  CSFffl  -  65  (Rl) 

Miscellaneous  Captured* 


3  -  POW 
3  AK-fO 
9  AA»vi.7 

6  RPG^  Launchers 
3  RPG-7  Launchers 
2  fC'-’m  Mortars 
Radios 

?  ,45  '^Jal  Pistols 
2  .50  Cal  Machine  Guns 


1  12,7  ^iachine  Gun 
1  Chicom  LMa 
70  RKJ  Rotmdp 
8,000  AK-47  Rounds 
50  60nm  Mortar  Rounds 
60  Hand  Grenades 
251bs  Documents 
10  lbs  of  C4 
10  Sets  of  Web  Gear 


On  13  February  the  operation  was  tenainrted. 


(3)  a  Troop,  OPCON  to  19^h  Light  Infantry  Brigade,  participated 
In  eperation  UniontownJIaverford  (Annex  A),  Dtffing  this  operation,  ^  Troop 
playjd  a  vital  role  in  the  defense  of  the  Blen  Hoa  -  Long  einh  complex,  A 
Ti’oop  engaged  a  large  group  of  VC  at  2200  hours,  31  January,  vicinity  YT055125* 
^*rttlle’.7  was  called  on  this  area,  however  with  unknown  results  due  to  darkness, 
A  Troop  continuously  had  aero  weapons  teajas  airborne  throughout  the  night, 
during  both  laortar  and  ground  attacks  on  the  US  conplex,  inflicting 

losses  on  the  enemy,  A  Troop  was  again  airborne  at  0003  hours,  11  February, 
when  R.lon  Hoa  Air  Baso  came  under  rocloet  attack.  An  aero  weapons  tean  imxsd- 
iatel:  ■  attacked  the  launching  site  and  silenced  it  after  only  four  rockets 
had  been  la\inchod.  The  operation  was  terminated  on  7  March, 

(4)  3d  Squadron,  17th  Cavalrj'  (-)  received  an  order  on  19  February 
1968  to  be  operational  at  Cu  Cid  by  1700  hours  that  afternoon,  to  participate 
in  Operation  Saratoga  (..nnex  B),  The  necessity  had  arisen  to  maintain  contin- 
ous  reconnaissance  and  surveillance  to  the  north  and  west  of  Saigon,  to 
eliirdnate  rockot  launching  positions.  The  enomy  had  cleverly  concealed  the 
positions  in  rica  paddies,  using  dikes  cs  launching  pads,  in  grave  yards, 

and  tree  lines.  After  the  first  site  was  located,  diagrams  and  photographs 
were  made  a  vl  distributed  to  all  units  to  assist  in  identification  of  the  sites. 
The  operation  proved  very  successful  with  ton  roclct  sites  being  located  and 
engaged  by  the  squadron  during  the  period  ending  7  March, 

(5)  On  8  March,  the  squadron  became  OPCON  to  1st  Brigade,  25th 
Infantry  Division,  and  conmenced  operation  VTildemess  (Annex  C) ,  During 
this  period  the  sovadron  coni'irmcd  that  VC/NVA  forces  were  occupying  bases 

in  War  Zone  C  and  that  resupplies  were  entering  the  Republic  of  Vietnam  in 
the  ■'•iciniL/  of  the  Fishliook,  XT 5392,  Supplies  were  being  transported  by 

truck,  south  along  highways  246  and  244|  to  a  storage  area  vicinity  XT4969, 

(6)  C  Troop  was  OPCON  to  the  9th  Infantry  Division  from  7  March 
1968  thru  23  March  I968  for  Operation  Truong  Cong  Dinh  (Annex  D),  C  Troop 
found  several  battalion  size  base  comps  from  which  onesy  attacks  along  High¬ 
way  ZL4  and  the  Tho  River  were  thought  to  orglnate. 
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(7)  On  6  March  I968,  A  Troop,  OPCON  to  199th  Light  Infantry 
Pr-'.grdo,  coirroucod  Operation  Valley  Forge  -  HaiTisburg  (j^^^nnex  E),  A  Troop 
con'ux'.iued  oho  Liiacion  to  find  and  fia:  cncry  forces  in  the  Bion  Hoa  -  Long 
Binh  area,  A  Troor.'  nr.do  no  tmjor  cr.OiTj-  contact  during  this  operation  which 
was  torminated  17  ftai-ch  1968, 

(8)  On  18  March,  A  Troop,  OPCOi'  ^0  199''''’i  Light  Infantry  Brigade, 
roM^ncod  oporatiwi  Box  Spring  and  continued  to  search  for  oneny  forces 
in  tho  Bion  Hoa  -  Long  Binh  oroa.  No  mjor  contact  had  been  node  when 
Harrisburg  tonjinf.tod  on  21  ME'.rch  (Annex  F), 

{9)  On  24  March,  B  Troop  became  OPCON  to  1st  Brigade,  1st  Infantry 
Division.  The  troop  noved  its  onorotions  to  Quan  Loi  with  the  rciaaindor 
cf  the  unit  corornvrting  to  th-t  ivc  x  each  day.  The  troop*  s  area  of  operation 
oxS’ ended  to  tho  north  and  west  cf  Song  Bo  (Annex  C), 

(10)  On  26  March,  A  Troop  vras  chocking  a  possible  storage  area 
at  rf082396  and  found  six  canpans  in  the  irmediate  aroa  and  tv;o  ooro  at 
Yfl2136l.  All  eight  sanpaiis  wore  destroyed.  Operation  Box  Spring  was 
toriiiinatcd  on  28  March  1968  (^innox  H), 

(11)  30  1‘hrch  -  11  *.pril,  i.  Troop  pax'ticiiDO.tcd  in  operation 
Wilderness  (^-nnox  I),  A  Troop  provided  "erial  rcconnoissanco  for  olenertts 
of  the  199th  Light  Infantry  Brigade  during  the  road  narch  from  Long  Binh 
to  FSB  Bolt,  aT263374»  whore  a  forward  comaand  post  was  established.  No 
major  onery  contact  was  mado  during  the  operation, 

(12)  On  8  April  1963,  3d  Squadi'on,  17th  Cavalry  (-)  comnencod 
operation  Complete  Victory,  renaining  OPCON  to  tho  1st  Brigade,  25th 
Infantry  Division,  The  squadron’s  mission  was  to  locate  VQ/IW*.  forces, 
logistical  bases,  interdict  onoiiy  lines  of  communictation,  and  condiuit 
dully  route  reconnaissance  along  the  fBR  in  tho  1st  Brigade's  T‘*Ci:;.  On 
11  April,  C  Troop  ccnfiiaiiod  ’ohe  presence  of  an  enemy  unit  in  tho  Ho  Bo 
Woods  area.  Tliiidiy  (30)  VC  ran  into  bunkers  at  XT 657287.  Thirty-five 
(35)  VC  took  cows."  in  bunlcors  at  XT665282,  Air  strikes  and  artillery 
were  requested  on  both  locations  with  unknoim  results.  On  12  April, 

D  Troop  stopped  a  Lajabretta  on  the  ^BR,  None  of  the  personnel  had  identi¬ 
fication.  Found  in  tho  vehicle  vras  three  bottles  of  v/hiskoy,  pipe 
tobacco,  and  a  shopping  bog  of  US  c.lgarottos.  One  of  the  occupants  was 
carr.ying  100,000  piasters.  The  vcliiclo  and  occupa.nts  were  released  to  tho 
Victnrjneso  National  Police, 

(13)  On  15  April,  3d  Squadron,  17th  Cavalry  (-)  was  OPCON  to 
3d  Brigade,  25th  Division  to  perform  bomb  damage  assessments  on  fivo 
B-52  strikes  in  their  TAOR,  Tho  strilccs  were  scheduled  throughout  tho 
day  and  were  diroctod  against  cnoty  base  camps,  reportod  earlier  by  tho 
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squadron.  Total  aescssnont  of  the  strikes  was; 

VC  Kiki  (BC)  TR£.NCH  DESTROYED  BUNKERS  DESTROYED  STRUCTURES  DESTROYED 

46  1400  motors  387  16 

Evidence  in  the  oroa  indicated  fifty  to  sixty  bodies  dragged  away  fyon 
the  target  sito  at,  XT 532694,  probably  buried  in  mass  graves,  D  Troop 
renainod  OPCOK  to  1st  Brigr4o, 

(14)  Troop  was  flying  cover  for  the  insertion  of  a  IRRP  toon 
of  tlic  51st  liUiP  Company,  at  YT190197.  jimodiatoly  aftor  landing,  the 
teem  ceno  into  contact  with  an  unlcnown  size  onomy  forco.  An  A  Troop 
aoro  woapons  tc-m  ongagod  the  onomy  and  covered  the  extraction  inflicting 
6  VC  KBA  (BC)  on  the  enemy  force.  The  weapons  toon  then  roquostod  an 
ail'  strike  which  w;'s  put  into  the  onor^'  position  with  unlcnown  results, 

(15)  B  Troop  changed  OPCON  to  the  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment 
but  rot.'ined  its  same  mission  (Annex  J),  In  addition  the  troop  performed 
specific  missions  assigned  by  the  regiment,  based  on  the  onoty  and  tact¬ 
ical  situc^tion. 

(16)  On  16  April,  the  squadron,  having  coi^lotod  tho  bomb  damage 
assessments,  returned  to  the  control  of  tho  1st  Brigado,  25th  Infantry 
Division, 

(17)  On  IC  April,  C  Troop  performing  a  reconnaissance 
lidssion  on  the  western  p^rt  of  War  Zone  C,  An  aero  scout  team  reported 
5  VC  with  a  blue  civilian  2-J-  ton  truck  at  XT001702,  The  VC  wore  engaged 
with  automatic  weapons  fire  with  unknown  results.  Artillery  was  requested 
on  tho  truck's  location,  destroying  the  vehicle, 

(18)  At  0110  hours,  on  21  April  1968,  C  Troop  scrambled  its 
coxmtcr-oorti’r  weapons  team  to  assist  an  ARVN  outpost  under  attack  at 
XT347219.  Tlioy  expended  on  the  cncuy  locations  with  unknown  results  and 
rcturn(3d  to  Tay  Ninh  at  0245  hours.  At  0740  hours,  C  Troop  was  instructed 
to  insert  the  acre  rifle  platoon  at  XT529229  to  secure  a  downed  aircraft, 

Tho  platoon  completed  the  operation  at  O850  hours  with  no  enemy  contact. 

At  1335  ho’jrs,  D  Troop  scciurod  a  downed  0H23  at  XT265385  which  was  evacuated 
by  Plposmoke,  Tho  troop  had  no  onery  contact  on  the  opOration,  At  1750 
hours,  C  Troop  attauptod  to  insert  a  IRRP  team  at  XT 59^25,  The  slick 
received  moderate  automatic  weapons  fire  on  the  LZ,  The’  IRRP  Coiraondor 
Immodiatoly  aborted  tho  mission  with  no  casualties, 

(19)  On  22  *.pril  I968,  the  squr^lron  bocamo  OPCON  to  the  25th 
Infantry  Division,  torminating  OPCON  to  1st  Brigade,  B  Troop  and  0  Troop 
conducted  armed  aerial  roconnaissanco  with  erphasis  along  the  Van  Co  Dong 
River,  Higliway  1  from  Tjeong  Bang  to  Cu  Chi,  and  along  the  axis  firon 
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Filhol  Plontr.tion  south  to  Ton  Hicp.  Mi'.ny  ncnv  bvmkor  conplcxcs  were  sighted, 
hoviirvoi.*,  no  r.i.jnj.ilc'int  cncriy  contact  wes  developed,  B  Troop  roccivod 
tho  ndditiounl  racoion  of  coimtor-norter  cto.ndby  et  Dau  Tiong  while 
C  Troop  nrintnined  o.  ready  reaction  force,  for  LRRP  tcfiris,  at  Cu  Chi, 

3  Troop  also  conducted  a  VR  along  the  Canbodian  border  freo  XT2824  to 
X35093. 


(20)  A  Troop  bccariQ  OPCON  to  lOlst  Airborne  Division  and  cont¬ 
inued  with  the  orjie  raission  in  the  Bion  Kot-  -  Long  Binh  area  as  before. 

(21)  On  23  April  1968,  the  squadron  bccano  OPCON,  once  again,  to 
1st  Brigado,  25th  Infantry  Division,  \dth  B  Troop  operating  northwest  of 
Due  Hoc,  XC3996,  and  G  Troop  opeivting  vicinity  Ho  Bo  -  Filhol  areas, 

E  Troop  rnccived  ground  firo  at  XT395133  frora  an  unknown  nuribor  of  VC, 

Tho  area  was  engaged  with  organic  woo.pons  resulting  in  3  VC  KEl  (3C), 
IJuucrous  personnel  were  sighted,  throughout  tho  day,  in  villages,  SevereJ, 
of  these  v'ere  confimed  VC,  werring  green  and  bLack  unifoms  and  carxying 
AK-4.7  assault  rifles  but  v/crc  not  engaged  duo  to  isany  wonen  and  cMldron 
in  the  area.  All  such  sightings  wore  reported  to  appropriate  authorities, 
B  Troop  engaged  an  autonatic  weapons  position,  tat  XT347i75,  resulting  in 
2  K^v  ^3C)  and  5  possible.  On  24  April,  Troop  located  5  Ban*>ans 
tat  XI858508,  destroying  3  and  daijaging  2,  B  Troop  located  an  occupied 
onony  base  cojjp,  on  25  April,  at  XT485042,  Air  strikes  were  irmodiatcly 
requostod  for  tlw  area,  Tho  target  was  narked  by  tho  aero  scouts  for  tho 
PiiC  and  a  BD*.  w’-’s  perforaod  at  the  conclusion  of  the  strike.  The  results 
of  tho  BD.*  wero  27  VC  KE..  (BC),  40  bunkers  destroyed,  and  11  nilltcry 
structures  destroyed.  On  26  April,  B  Troop  again  had  conttact  in  tho 
sarae  general  area.  Several  noro  bunlccrs  and  cnouy  personnel  were  engaged 
vicinity  XT472023  resulting  in  19  KBtl  (BC)  and  2  KBn  (Possible),  C  Troep 
conducted  four  BDA’s  for  tho  Air  Force  during  tho  day.  The  strikes  wora 
located  at  XT65??-86,  XT605312,  XT625308,  and  XT636303  resulting  in: 

VC  KBii  BUUaiRS  PEST  STRUCTURES  PEST  S4'dlP..IS  PEST  SECOHD/JIY  EXPLQSIOIB 

11  276  13  8  6 

A  Troop  scranblod  the  aero  rifle  platoon  and  an  aero  weapons  teen  tc 
support  the  1st  Battalion  (Airborno) ,  506th  Inf  antry  which  was  in  contact 
at  XT98845O,  The  rifle  platoon  secured  tho  LZ  while  tho  lift  section  air¬ 
lifted  A  Conpany,  1st  Battalion  (Airborne),  506th  Infantry  into  the  LZ, 
Upon  cctrplotion  of  tho  airlift,  the  aero  rifle  platoon  vjas  extracted  with 
no  onony  contact.  On  27  April,  B  Troop  continued  to  have  onory  contact 
in  the  sane  general  area  as  on  26  April,  Six  (6)  VC  wore  engaged  by 
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aero  weapons  aircraft  with  5  KBA  (BC)  at  XT440048.  B  Troop  sighted  18  VC 
at  XS 517943  in  Khaki  uniforms.  An  air  strike  was  celled  on  the  position 
v.jriic+ing  11  K2A  (3C)  and  destroying  20  bunkers,  B  Troop  also  killed 

4  VC  in  the  sane  area.  AT  XS577946,  25  VC  were  engaged  with  12  K3A  (30) 
credited  to  B  Troop  arid  2  KBA  (3C)  to  the  Air  Force,  The  size  and  dispersion 
of  the  enemy  elements  in  this  area  indicated  a  largo  enemy  force,  possibly 
regir.ontrl  size,  occupying  those  positions.  Trail  activity  indicated  heavy 
traffic  had  been  moving  south.  On  28  April,  B  Troop  had  contact  all  day, 
vicinity  XS5194,  with  small  scattered  groups  of  enemy  troops.  All  enemy 
positions  wero  engaged  inflicting  17  KBA  (BC),  C  Troop  reported  14  122ian 
rockets  at  XT''6?171.  All  tho  rockets  were  conqjletoly  assembled  and 
camouflaged  in  two  stacks  outside  of  a  bunker,  Artillery  was  cfllod  on  the 
area,  wiiih  two  direct  hits  on  tho  rockets,  completely  destroying  then. 
Approximately  I50  personnel  were  moving  west  out  of  a  village  at  XT6920 
when  G  Troop  spotted  them.  They  all  appeared  to  bo  wood  cutters,  A  liffiP 
team  detained  two  of  the  personnel  and  then  requested  extraction,  C  Troop 
scrax'-blod  an  a.cro  weapons  team  and  an  UHlH  and  extracted  tho  toan  from 
XT69;>209»  ^kfter  interrogation,  ono  of  tho  detainees  proved  to  be  a  guide 
for  e  VC  company.  On  29  April  tho  squadron  conducted  a  recoiuieissanco 

of  the  a.rea  whore  tho  IW  said  tho  company  was  located.  C  Troop  Idlled 
2  VC  at  XT 543242  during  the  moniing  and  spotted  several  onory  fighting 
positions  in  tho  area,  howover.  no  more  enemy  personnel  wore  reported, 

B  Troop  regained  contact  at  XS 503952  killing  7  VC,  Thc.t  afternoon, 

B  Troop  was  then  ordered  to  tho  aroa  where  the  VC  conpr.ny  was  thought  to 
be  located.  A  concentration  of  enemy  personnel  was  locrtod  and  engaged 
at  XT542225.  Rcsialts  of  tho  engagement  wore  11  VC  KBii  (BC),  4  VC  KBu 
(Possible),  and  2  secondary  explosions;  a  cache  of  medical  supplies, 

5  stacks  of  NVA  green  uniforms,  and  ono  mortar  tube  dostroyod.  At  I950 
hours  that  evening,  C  Troop  spotted  and  dostroyod  2  sampr.ns  at  XS524953, 
with  5  KB.4  (DC)  and  ono  secondary  explosion.  On  30  i^pril,  B  Troop  engaged 
si'V-ll  nvimbcrs  of  enemy  troops  in  scattered  locations  in  tho  1st  Brigade’s 
AO  resulting  in  12  VC  KHA  (X),  C  Troop  observed  4  VC  and  3  sonpans  at 
XT755165.  Tho  site  was  engaged  with  2  sampans  destroyed  and  ono  secondary 
explosion  wj  th  white  smoke  reaching  a  hoighth  of  400-500  feet.  C  Troop 
later  engaged  20  VC,  at  XT5623,  located  in  a  trench,  with  3  (BC)  and 

5  possible 

(22)  During  tho  period  23  April  to  30  ^*prll,  numerous  VC,  approx¬ 
imately  185,  had  been  sighted  olong  tho  Oriential  River  west  of  Dw  Hoa, 
Their  movement  sconod  to  be  in  a  southerly  direction  with  their  destination 
unknown.  There  wore  recent  signs  of  heavy  nevenojat  of  supplies  along  tho 
Saigon  ^vor,  moving  south  taward  Saigon.  Many  supply  points  wero  found  and 
engaged,  however,  only  small  groups  of  VC  had  boon  sighted  along  tho  route. 
Most  trails  showed  signs  of  heavy  oxcart  traffic  and  many  loaded  sampans 
woro  discovered  and  destroyed. 
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c.  Training.  During  this  reporting  period,  the  squadron  has  hod 

naxinmn  participation  in  all  allocated  sohool  courses.  Quotes  ranged 
.•'rou  *.H.-1G  training  to  sovoral  schools,  <‘11  now  in-country  roplaco- 

ijonts  rocoivod  training  at  the  25th  Infantry  Division  Roplaconont  Trelnlng 
Contor,  loentod  at  Cu  Chi. 

(1)  llD.  training  within  the  squadron  was  conducted  with  no  loss 
in  the  operational  status  of  the  tinit, 

(2)  School  quotas  filled  by  squadron  during  tho  poriodi 

(a)  «H-1G  Schools: 

Pilot  Transition  -  I6 
^Irfrrxio  Mr.intencjico  -  I6 
AH-IG  Familiarization  -  2 
S.1S  -  4 

Engine  Maintonanco  -  5 
Arnanont  iiaintenanoo  -  14 

(b)  AAKTAP  Schools! 

UH13-C  -  5 
0H6A  -  7 
T-53  -3 
T-53-L.13  -4 
T-63  -  9 
Supply  Course  -  4 

(c)  Others : 

Roplaconont  Training  -  112 

M-i6  Riflo  Training  (Armorer)  -  8 

KI-28  (NETT)  -  60 

Jungle  Survival  Training  -  1 

XM  229AM  429  (NETT)  Fanaliarization  -60 

XM  229AM  429  (nett)  Field  Firing  -  15 

d.  During  tho  reporting  period  tactical  moves  and  training  did  not 
Intcrforo  with  tho  trcticol  mission  of  the  squadron, 

(1)  Training  days  -  0 

(2)  Tactical  movomonts  -  0 

(3)  Operational  dqrs  -  90 
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e.  IntBlllgcnec.  The  squadron  has  sighted  and  roportod  an  oxtronely 
largo  volmo  of  iTtoUijcnce  infonaation  doffing  this  period.  Lines  of 
conmunioation  froia  Canbodla  into  the  III  Corps  Tactical  Zone  have  been 
plotted  and  interdicted.  The  eneiay  has  been  located  in  many  base  canps 
and  hit  hard.  The  oneny  has  been  tracked  and  repeatedly  harassed  while 
rxxrtng  to  new  locations.  The  squadron  has  definately  hampered  the  enery*s 
tactical  anu  logistical  plans  as  evidonoed  ly  the  6^  enery  soldiers  kUled 
during  this  quarter. 

(1)  The  squadron  colloction  plan  vlll  remain  in  effeot  until  new 
tactical  areas  of  interest  are  assigned.  The  EEl  for  the  troops  is  as 
follows  t 

(a)  Determine  LOG 

(b)  Determine  Logistical  Bases 

(c)  Locate  VC/WA  Units 

(d)  Establish  Trailmaps 

(2)  During  the  period  covered  by  this  report,  coordination  between 
the  S2  and  the  artillery  liaison  officer  was  made  in  an  attempt  to  improve 
the  artlllory  H  &  I  Program,  The  spot  reports,  which  the  troops  sent  in, 
were  checked  by  the  aLO  and  the  S2  for  possible  targets.  Those  selected 
were  relayed  to  the  artillery  unit  who  intogratod  then  into  their  H  &  I  fires 
that  night. 

(3)  During  tho  period  covered  by  this  report  the  squadron  flow 
several  fire  fly  missions  in  conjunction  with  tho  25th  Infantry  Division, 

On  several  occasions  a  mission  was  flown  with  a  fire  fly  ship  and  two 
UHlC*s,  from  the  squadron,  while  the  other  times  a  SLAB  aircraft,  followed 
by  a  fire  fly  and  two  UHlC<8  was  omployed.  Both  of  these  missions  were 
ineffective,  largely  due  to  the  fog  and  ground  hazo.  An  aircraft  modified 
with  a  infra-red  capability  would  greatly  enhance  squadron' s  ability  to 
interdict  the  VC/^u  during  the  hours  of  darkness. 

f.  Organization.  There  lv\ve  been  no  organizational  changes  during 
this  quarter.  Thu  current  orgrnlzational  structure  and  troop  locations 
are  listed  in  *>nnsx  K. 

g.  SsmiBixJ,, 

(l)  During  tho  reporting  period  the  foUewing  changes  occurred 
in  coomand  and  staff  positions  c 
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(a)  Ljeutonnnt  Colonel  Evans  J.  Guidroz,  075200,  assuned 
duties  ns  Squadro;:  D\ecutivo  Ox  ’iccr  on  14.  Fchmary  1968,  as  Major  Nicholas 
G,  Eylwn,  04031069,  was  roassicncd  "t  o  Hondqvinrtors,  Mi'iCV,  iJO  96222. 

(b)  Lieutenant  Colonel  Wiiiian  W,  Brannon  Jr,,  081386,  assumed 
duties  ns  Squotiron  Cersnander  on  1  March  1968,  as  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Cr^dstophor  B,  Sinclair,  028265,  was  reassigned  to  12th  Conbat  Aviation 
Group  as  Deputy  Group  Connander, 

(c)  Captain  Harvey  E,  Tumor,  095254»  assumed  duties  as 
Headquarters  Commandant  and  Headquarters  Troop  Comaandor,  on  6  March  1968, 
replacing  Major  Jay  T.  Butterfield,  05405277. 

(d)  Major  Jay  T,  Bittorfiold,  05405277,  assumed  duties  as 
Squadron  S5  on  6  March  1968. 

(e)  Major  Robert  i-,  Witcher,  091539,  assumed  command  of 
A  Troop  on  12  March  1968,  replacing  Major  Nathan  M.  Pulliam,  077633. 

(f)  ^hjor  Nathan  M,  Pulliam,  077633,  assumed  duties  as 
Squadron  S3  on  12  ^breh  1968,  replacing  Major  James  T.  McManus,  077894. 

(g)  Major  James  T.  Metfenus,  077894,  assumed  coanand  of  B  Troop 
on  12  March  19^,  replacing  Major  Wayio  W.Shehom,  CIF106819,  who  was 
reassigned  to  269th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion. 

h.  Health,  Morale,  and  Welfare,  The  health  of  the  squadron  continues 
to  be  excellent.  The  morale  of  the  squadron's  personnel  remains  high 
despite  a  heavy  work  load.  All  semi-permanent  buildings  in  the  sqxiadron 
area  have  been  corQ)leted.  Roads,  drainage  ditches,  and  boardwalks  are 
50^  oosqplete. 

i.  Infusion.  The  infusion  program  is  in  the  final  stages  and  \dll 

be  completed  by  the  middle  of  May,  The  following  Officers,  Warrant  Offloers, 
and  Eidlsted  )fen  were  infused  during  this  reporting  periodt 

OOIGOING  nCOMINO 

OFF  6  6 

WO  7  8 

EM  26  28 
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j.  i^varda  and  PoRoro.tlonfl.  The  following  averda  and  docarationa 
wore  rccaniiTiended  and  approved  during  this  period: 


OF  mm 

recommended 

.VPFROVED 

Medal  of  Honor 

1 

0 

Silver  Star 

12 

2 

Distinguished  Flying  Cross 

33 

6 

Soldier's  Medal 

2 

0 

Bronze  Star  Medal  "V" 

17 

8 

Bronze  Star  Medal 

9 

0 

Air  ifedal  «V" 

33 

2 

Air  Ml  ial 

247 

250 

Any  Conmendation  Medal  "V" 

21 

1 

Any  ConDondation  Medal 

45 

30 

Purple  Heart 

38 

18 

Combat  Infantry  Badge 

51 

0 

k.  Friendly  Losses.  Personnel  losses  for  the  soundron  during  this 
period  are  as  follows: 

m 

OFF  WO  EM 

OFF 

WIA 

WO  EM 

MIA 

OFF  WO  EM 

Feb  1  1  1 

6 

1  14 

0  0  0 

1 

0 

0 

a 

1 

0  0 

0  0  0 

H 

0 

0 

0 

0  3 

0  0  0 
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o.  Ijopiatien.  No  logistical  probleoa  were  encountered  during  the 
reporting  period.  The  daUy  average  consumption  rate  of  oonunition  is 
listed  in  Annex  N. 


p.  Signal.  The  squadron  has  maintained  excellent  ocmmunicatlons 
throughout  the  period. 

(1)  The  tactical  operations  center  commloatlons  consists  of  the 
following: 

(a)  FM,  25th  Infantry  Division  (Secure) 

(b)  Fl^,  Sqviadron  Comnand  (Non  Secure) 

(c)  FlI,  Squadron  Op/IntoU  (Non  Secure) 

(d)  FM,  25th  IrXantry  Division  Artillery  (Non  Sectcre) 

(0)  HF,  AN/^G  106  Squadron  Coomand  (Non  Secure) 

(f)  UHF,  Ground  Mounted  51^  Squadron  (Non  Secure) 

(2)  Squadron  ooxmiunicatlons  center  maintains  the  following  tele¬ 
type  note: 

(a)  Land  line  teletype  to  12th  CAG. 

(b)  VSC.^  radio  teletype  to: 


25th  Infantry  Division 
A  Trp,  3/17th  located  in  Long  Binh 


(3) 

board: 


Squadron  wire  net  and  telephone  trunks,  using  a  SB  86  sxdtch- 


Tay  Ninh  Switchboard  (4  lines) 

II  m  TCC  (1  line) 

25th  Infantry  Division  TCC  (l  line) 

AA^iJ  25lh  Infctttry  Division  (l  line) 

25th  Infantry  Division  Main  (1  line) 

let  Brigade,  25th  Infantry  Division  TX  (l  line) 


(4)  Tho  squadron  maintains  an  FM  net  for  administration/Logistics 
vhioh  is  xi^  prosontly  being  used. 


(5)  Due  to  the  distance  between  forward  troop  locations,  a  rotrans 
station  is  maintained  on  Nui  Be  Din  Mountain* 
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2,  Section  2,  lessons  Learned:  Comnander*s  Observations,  Evaluations, 
Reconrjondations  • 

None 

b.  Onrirations  -  Dosircability  of  Amored  Personnel  Carriers  in 
Cavalry  Troop, 

0ESEP.^^jt’'^I0N;  itxnorou  personnel  carriers  Are  desirable  in  the 
cavalry  troop. 


EVALUiiTION*  On  several  occassions,  during  zone  and  area  recon-' 
naissance,  aroas  wore  inaccessible  to  wheel  vcliiclos.  ‘Additionally, 
cross  country  novenent  in  wheel  vehicles  is  difficult,  nany  tliaos  ir>" 
possible.  The  squadron’ s  reconnaissance  capability  would  be  greatly 
enhanced  by  the  substit\ition  of  APC’s  for  sone  wheel  vehicles.  The  tracked 
vehicles  wotild  give  the  cavalry  ti*oop  sone  omor- protection  and  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  additional  firopowor  withcaib  detracting  fron  its  organization. 

REW01•IHENDATI0^B :  That  the  cavr'lry  troop  have  nine  Armored  Pers- 
oimel  Carriers  substituted  for  wheel  vehicles, 

c.  Training.  Scout  Observer  Training, 

OBSERVATION;  Scout  observers  must  bo  selected  individuals  (llP20) 
with  the  doslxe,  a  keen  mind,  and  a  broad  military  background, 

EVALUi*TI0N;  It  has  boon  found  that  a  good  scout  observer  is  hard 
to  train j  but  once  trained,  is  an  integral  part  of  the  scout  platoon. 

The  observer  nust  bo  ablo  to  operate  the  aircraft’s  radios,  read  a  nap 
ft»on  altitude,  and  must  knovr  what  to  look  for  on  tho  ground.  It  is  also 
dosirablo  that  tho  observer  bo  given  a  limited  amount  of  flight  training, 
sufficient  to  safely  land  tho  aircraft.  If  -the  pilcrt  is  seriously  wounded 
while  in  flight,  the  observer  must  ba  able  to  fly  the  aircraft  to  a  safe 
area  and  execute  a  safe  landing.  This  will  prevent  tho  loss  of  the  entire 
crow  as  well  as  tho  aircraft, 

RECOMMENDATION:  That  all  individuals  selected  to  be  scoitt  observers 
bo  closely  screened  prior  to  comneuclng  training  and  that  tho  observer  be  given 
sufficient  flight  training  to  safely  land  the  airci'aft, 

d,  Ifttflllliefinnfl*  Rone 


CONFIDENTIAL 


15 


AVGC-BC 

SUBJECT: 


CONFIDENTIAL 

Qporational  KepbJPt  for  33  Sqtiodron,  17th  Covalry  Period  Ending 
30  April  1968,  RCS  CSTCE  -  65  (^) 


e.  Logistic  a.  LoglatlcaJ  hrobloias  of  the  Non^Divisional  Air  Covoliy 
Squadron. 

ODSERVi.TION:  ulr  Cavalry  Squcdron  needs  additional  personnel 
and  equipment  to  stq^port  logistical  operations. 

EVALUATIONi  This  squadron  is  organized  under  TCE  17-95  (T)  vrhich 
specifies  that  it  is  organic  to  the  ainiobile  Air  Cavalry  Diidalon.  It 
is  a  wojj.  known  fact  t-iat  in  order  for  a  divisional  unit  to  be  self-sufficient 
additional  support  elements  must  be  added.  This  has  not  been  done  for  Air 
Cavalry  Squadrons  with  the  exception  of  aircraft  direct  support  maintenance. 
This  squadron  was  first  stationed  at  Di  An  where  class  II  and  T/  supplies 
were  requisitioned  from  the  266th  S&S  at  long  Einh,  Upon  moving  to  Tay 
Ninh  (approx  60  miles  from  Long  Binh)  II  and  IV  itons  had  to  bo  obtained 
f^on  the  22^h  SS6  at  Tay  Ninh.  Tho  squadron  has  tho  choice  of  trans¬ 
porting,  within  its  capability,  tho  ccrlicr  requisitioned  items  up  fltm 
Long  Binh  (2  to  3  days  by  truck)  or  cancolliig  all  items  at  tho  266th 
and  requisitioning  from  tho  228th  SiS,  with  an  additional  waiting  time  of 
2  to  3  nontlis.  By  adding  additional  personnel  and  equipment  to  form  a 
Supply  and  Service  Troop,  tho  added  support  olcnonts  would  bo  tho  equiv¬ 
alent  of  one  squadron's  share  of  the  Divisional  Support  Command,  Thin 
suggested  Supply  and  Service  Troop  could  deal  directly  viith  depots  aud 
thus  provont  tho  serious  resupply  problem  which  plagues  this  organization 
at  the  present  tiiie.  Moves  throughout  tho  Corps  Tactical  Zone  would  not 
bring  tho  resupply  problem  to  r.  ccmplcto  standstill,  but  allow  for  an 
urdnterruptod  flow  of  supplies.  To  attach  the  squadroxx  to  a  division  for 
logistics  would  bo  quite  difficult  because  in  tho  past  quarter,  elements 
of  this  squadron  have  been  under  Operational  Control  (OPCON)  of  tho 
1st,  9-hh,  and  25th  Infantry  Divisions,  lOlst  Airborne  Division  and  199th 
Light  Iifantry  Brigade.  Tho  OPCON  concepts  works  well  from  the  operational 
standpoint  but  presents  many  problems  in  the  field  of  logistics.  If  the 
separate  Air  Cavalry  Squadron  is  to  remain  a  permanent  organization  of 
tho  army  tho  appropriate  logistical  support  must  bo  incorporatod  in  its 
structure.  This  theory  is  in  fact  no  difforenb  thaji  tho  support  included 
in  separate  cavalry  roglmonts  or  light  Infantry  Brigades,  ^  study  should 
be  conducted  to  determine  then,  if  a  supply  and  service  troop  should  be 
added  to  tho  Air  Cavalry  Squadron,  or  if  it  is  sufficient  to  add  tho 
support  personnel  and  oqvdptacnt  to  the  present  squadron  structure. 

BECOM^^END<'lTIONl  That  a  study  bo  conducted  to  dotemlne  the  most 
favorable  solution  to  this  problem, 

f .  Organization.  An  MTCB  Inoorparating  an  Increasod  maintenance 
capability  for  each  olr  oavalry  troop  is  presonbly  under  study  and  viU 
be  submitted  when  finalized. 
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g.  Other. 

(1)  Icatton  to  WABTOC 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  A  nodiflcation  is  desirable  in  the  present 
WABTOC  to  increase  usable  space  and  provide  for  greater  ease  of  novcoaont, 

(b)  EVALUiiTION*  A  nodlfication  used  on  the  squadron*  s  WABTX 
construction  was  to  increase  the  heights  of  the  W**HrOC  side  vails  to  seven 
foot  ir^toad  of  the  noft^l  five  feet.  This  allows  wall  lockers  to  be  put 
against  the  side  walls,  rather  than  in  the  center  of  the  structure.  This 
altornrtion  allows  nore  usable  floor  space  and  increased  freedon  of  nove- 
nent,  particularly  during  mortar/rockot  attacks  when  rapid  evacuation  is 
deslrablo. 

(c)  RBCOMMENDATICWi  That  WiVBTOC  tent  side  walls  bo  increased 
to  a  height  of  sovon  foot, 

(2)  AIK 

(a)  0BSE1Vj.TI0N:  Incrcasod  use  of  AIK  Funds  for  construction 
ena.blcs  the  lult  to  have  increased  soldier  nan-hours  for  combat  nissions, 

(b)  EVi.LU.*TION :  AIK  funds  provide  for  a  najoy  source  of  labor 
when  a  unit  relocates  to  a  now  area.  If  the  unit  is  not  given  a  stand  down 
to  prepare  the  area  for  occupancy,  the  AIK  fund  is  inval\«iblo  for  getting 
rdniiiun  troop  protection  quickly.  This  unit  utilizes  an,  average  of  6OO 
sanbr.gs  per  individual  to  construct  a  b\inker  with  overhelid  cover  and  to 
build  a  sandbag  wall  around  the  WABTX  sleeping  quarters.  The  total  of 
000  sandbags  is  derived  by  this  unit*s  experience,  billeting  10  nen  per 
V/..BrX  tent  and  constructing  15  man  bunkers.  If  troop  labor  is  utilized, 

%hc  filling  and  stacking  of  sandbags  takes  throe  nan- days  during  which  +tiie 
the  nan  is  not  available  for  conbat  rdssions.  The  sane  anount  of  work  can 
be  acconplishod  in  five  nan-days  by  local  civilians  at  on  approxinat©  cost 
of  750$  VN,  This  figure  is  based  on  a  pay  scale  of  100^^  VN  per  day  for  the 
nan  stacking  tho  bags  and  ll  VN  per  sandbag  filled.  The  squadron  has  found 
the  1$  VN  per  sandbag  nothod  a  nore  econonical  and  productive  pAynent  systen 
tho.n  a  flat  rate  per  day  nothod.  An  attonpt  has  been  nado  to  equate  the 
amount  of  troop  labor  utilized  for  the  tasks  involved  in  establishing 

a  base  camp  to  tho  anount  and  cost  of  civilian  labor  required  for  tho  some 
tasks.  The  following  Items  were  equated  and  coii^>ared  in  ooet  of  civUiane 
labor  and  tine,  to  military  combat  tiiso  lost: 
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A,  Anount  of  prodtxstlon  versus  cost 


Gi  Prnriiictinn  gAvUlftn  fl:^ustlnn  &  Coat^ 


I 

Filling  Sandbigs 

150  per  day 

60  per  day  0  100$  VN  per  day 
150  per  day  ®  1$  VN  per  bag. 

2. 

Board  Walk  Construction 

40ft  per  day 

25ft  per  day  ®  100$  per  day. 

a 

Stac)dng  Sandbags 

800  per  day 

300  per  day  ©  100$  VN  per  day 

MaijHlays  versus  cost 

ClvlULftn 

I 

15  Mon  Bunker 

10 

13  =  1750$  vi; 

a 

Sandbag  a  I6  x  32'  Tent 

23 

28  a  3750$  VN 

a 

1000'  Boardwalk 

25 

40  s  4000$  VN 

(c)  RECOI-IMENDitTION :  That  vhenover  conbat  units  ore  relocated 
to  aroas  where  a  stay  of  any  appreciallo  length  of  tirs  is  anticipated,  suff¬ 
icient  AIK  funds  be  progratried  to  allow  the  use  of  civilian  labor,  rathor 
than  tiilitaxy  labor,  in  construction  of  the  base  comp*  That  anount  t-  fund# 
allocated  for  each  construction  be  basod  on  an  appopoxlmte  rate  of  lOOOv  VU 
per  nan  in  the  unit. 


ANNEXES: 

A  >  Uniontown-Havcrford 
B  -  Saratoga 
C  -  Wilderness 
D  -  Truong  Cong  Dinh 
E  -  Valley  Forge-JIarrisburg 
G  -  Complete  Victoiy 
K  -  Squadron  Organization 
1  -  Aircraft  Statxo 
M  -  Operational  Statistics 
N  -  Daily  Average  Consumption 
0  -  Monthly  Flying  Hours 

DISTRIBUTION!  A 


WILLI,.M  W.  BIUNNON  Jr. 
LTC,  Anaor 
Coccianding 


3  cy  12th  CmG 
3  cy  USiJW 
2  cy  US^AC 
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:j  ■.IJXJJ:  Ojc. r 0.1,1  on i-l  .leport  of  lioadqiiartors,  5rd  i;q,U£.dron,  lyth  -I’-ir 
Cavalry’'  for  ''eriod  lirtin^  5^  .i^pril  19^2  ..C2  GJ7CR  •  65 

j..,  ir-j,.  cc::;:::  culth?,  .30  96256  22  ::oy  1968 

2'G;  Cor.  :cridin^-  -Jond’o!,  II  7.’C?.G.1V,  d?C  96266 

1.  In  coi.-iliancjc  ”11:31  ....  525-15  and  Rc/julatlon  525-151  or.e 

cop”  of  rojorl;  la  forvardod. 

2.  fills  Lo.-.d'.'.uart'  rs  has  revlovod  cvibjoct  report  and  the  follo-.,-ln" 
coinont  Is  .’.it- do  : 

?jaf':ironce  ?ajc  15,  nara  2b  s  .ii  request  far  ISO  di^  of 

Tors,  .i.'.ul  Carrior-'E  -..’aa  subr.iitted  bp  t’nic  unit  ai-id  dicaporoved  bp 
G-;.  Disap.iroval  actio.,  vaa  effected  ns  this  iten  weld 
dostrop  t’'o  airiiobil'  concent  of  the  .ar  Savalri  Troop.  Additional 
rtscfiTch  is  bein;G  conducted  bp  tl-ia  hcadqunrtoro  on  the  suitabilitp 
and  avnilnbilitp  of  fno  V-100  Co:/i...c.n:.o  Car  for  the  D  Troop  of  the 
..ir  Cavalrp  Squadrons. 

r r  *?  i  ^  * 


^ ^  Tv  i  > 


liajor,  Infantrp 
.isst  iiijutant 


r 
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AVFBC-R^-H  (1  Moy  68)  2d  Ind 

SUBJliiCTi  Operational  Report  of  3^  Squadron,  17th  Cavalry  for  Period  Ending 
30  April  1968,  RCS  C3P0R-65  (El) 

DA,  HQ  II  PFORCSV,  APO  San  Francisco  96266  24  Ml  1568 

THRITt  Commanding  General,  1st  Aviation  Brigade,  ATTITt  ATBA*^,  APO  9^307 

Commanding  General,  US  Amy  Vietnam,  ATTNt  AVHGC(DST),  APO  96373 

Commander,  US  Amy  Pacific,  ATTNt  GPOP-OT,  APO  9^338 

TOi  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Amy,  Washington,  D.C»  20310 

1*  (U)  Subject  report  is  forwarded* 

2*  (C)  This  command  has  reviewed  the  attached  Operational  Report  -  Lessons 

Learned  of  the  3^  Squadron,  17th  Cavalry  and  concurs  with  the  report  as  in¬ 
dorsed  with  the  following  exoeptionst 

a*  Para  13  a  (4),  Annex  B.  The  79th  Engineer  Group  has  available  stan¬ 
dard  plans  for  10  types  of  bunkers.  The  508th  Engineer  Battalion  (part  of 
the  79th  Engineer  Group)  located  at  the  home  station  of  the  3A7  Air  Cavalry 
Squaibron  has  the  normal  mission  of  providing  designs,  to  include  bills  of 
materials,  for  standard  bunkers.  Bvinkers  are  normally  constructed  on  a  self- 
help  basis.  I'kiterials  for  construction  are  normally  drawn  through  regular 
logistical  channels* 

b.  Para  15  d.  Annex  B.  This  situation  is  one  that  is  habitually  forced 
upon  the  aviation  commander  who  has  organic  gunships.  Admittedly  the  commit¬ 
ment  of  light  fire  teams  to  support  ground  units  in  contact  does  detract 
from  the  principal  mission  of  aviation  units.  Howevei,  the  light  fire  team 
has  proved  to  be  a  means  of  providing  accvirate,  effective  and  responsive  fire 
support.  For  this  reason,  the  support  of  ground  units  should  be  considered 
a  secondary  mission  of  all  aviation  units.  If  the  tactical  situation  requires 
immediate  fire  support  for  utnits  in  contact,  and  if  this  support  cn  be  pro¬ 
vided  temporarily  without  significantly  degrading  the  unit's  missio.i,  then 
valid  requests  must  be  honored.  Close  coordination  between  the  supported  and 
supporting  unit  commanders  will  clarify  roles  and  missions. 

o.  Para  I5  a.  Annex  B  and  para  I5  b.  Annex  D.  There  is  no  standing 
reqiiirement  that  units  involved  in  a  change  of  operational  control  status 
be  notified  24  hours  in  advance  of  that  change.  This  headquarters  does  at¬ 
tempt  to  give  as  much  notice  as  possible,  however,  it  must  be  understood  that 
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on  occasion  tactical  or  other  considerations  tnay  demand  that  such  changes 
be  made  rapidly  and  without  a  great  deal  of  advance  warning* 

J 

d.  Bererence  para  2b.  This  headquarters  does  not  concur  in  the  recom-' 
mendation  to  substitute  armored  personnel  carriers  for  wheeled  vehicles. 
Such  a  change  wovild  affect  adversely  the  unit's  ability  to  perform  the  mis¬ 
sion  for  which  it  was  designed* 

FOB  TBS  CO^S.Aia)KBt  <  :  ' 


AVBA-C  (1  May  68)  3d  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  ^port  of  3d  Sguadiron,  17th  Caralry  for  Period 
Ending  30  April  1968,  RCS  CSFCR-65  (R1)(U) 

DA,  HEADQUABTERS,  1ST  AVIATION  BRICULDB,  APO  96384 

THRU:  Coomanding  General,  United  States  Arniy  Vietnam,  ATiH:  AVtKX^-DST, 
APO  96375 

Commander  in  Chief,  United  States  Amy  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP*^, 
APO  96558 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 

Amgr,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

1.  (U)  This  Headquarters  has  revievred  this  report,  considers  it  to  be 
adequate,  and  concurs  vrith  the  contents  as  indorsed. 

2.  (U)  The  foUovdng  additional  comment  is  considered  pertinent: 

a.  Paragraph  lp(l)(f),  page  14*  The  use  of  an  AN/ARC-51  BX  for 
this  purpose  is  a  misuse  of  a  valuable  asset.  1st  Aviation  Brigade 
Signal'  Supply  Officer  is  attempting  to  obtain  an  AN/VRC-24  for  this  unit. 

b.  Paragraph  2e,  page  16.  This  headquarters  concurs  that  addition¬ 
al  support  personnel  aare  required  in  a  separate  Air  Cavalry  Squadron. 

A  study  is  currently  being  staffed  concerning  a  proposal  for  standardiz¬ 
ing  the  separate  Air  Cavalry  Squadron  to  include  the  addition  of  sup¬ 
port  personnel.  When  completed,  this  study  will  provide  the  basis  for 
MIOE  actions  to  inprove  the  siqpport  capability* 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


JOHN  D.  MIXSEI.L,  JR. 
CPT,  ACC 
Assistant  Adjutunt  Ccncrai 
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oj  AVHGC-DST  (1  May  68)  Ath  Ind  (U)  ,CPt  Amold/ms/LBN  4485 

SUBJECT;  Operational  Report  of  3d  Squadron^  17th  Cavalry  for  Period 
Ending  30  April  1968,  RCS  CSFOR  -  65  (Rl) 

HEADQUARTERS,- US  ARMY  VIETNAl^,  APO  San  Francisco  96375  1  3  JUL  19B8 

TO:  Coramander  in  Chief,  United  States  Amy,  Pacific,  ATTN;  GPOP-DT, 

APO  96558 

1,  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Lessons 
Learned  for  the  quarterly  period  ending  30  April  1968  from  Head¬ 
quarters,  3d  Squadron,  17th  Cavalry. 

2.  Comments  follow: 

a.  Reference  iten  concerning  modification  to  V/ABTOC,  page  17,  para¬ 
graph  2g(l):  Concur.  The  United  States  Army  Engineer  Construction 
Agency's  (USAECAV)  standard  design  for  V.'ADTOC  buildings  indicate  that  the 
walls  should  be  7 '10".  Future  V.'ABTOC  will  be  constructed  to  this  standard, 

b.  Reference  item  concerning  AIK  Funds,  page  17,  paragraph  2g(2); 
Nonconcur.  USARV  Regulation  616-3  dated  24  November  1967  outlines  the 
authorized  use  of  the  Daily  Hire  Local  National  program  administered 
through  the  AIK  Funds.  AIK  Funds  are  controlled  and  bulk  allocated  from 
h'ACV  to  USARV.  Appendix  I,  USARV  Regulation  616-3  prescribes  the  request 
be  submitted  to  this  headquarters  for  validation  and  subsequent  allocation 
of  fluids.  This  regulation  permits  the  hiring  of  unskilled  labor  to  fill 
sandbags  and  construct  field  fortifications.  The  hiring* of  skilled  labor, 
such  as  carpenters,  is  not  permitted  nor  is  a  change  in  the  regulation 
recommended,  since  it  would  compete  in  a  limited  labor  market  for  skills 
required  on  engineer  direct  hire  labor  forces. 

FOR  THE  CCMHANDER: 


Copies  furnished: 

HQ,  1st  Avn  Bde 
HQ,  3d  Sqdn,  17th  Cav 


Captain .  AGC 
AMi»taDl  Adjutant  General 
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GPOP-DT  (1  May  68)  5th  Ind  (U) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  HQ,  3d  Squadron,  17th  Cav  for  Period 
Ending  30  April  1968,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl) 

HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APO  San  Franclaco  96558  1  5  AUG  1988 

TO:  Asilitant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

Thla  headquarters  has  evaluated  subjecc  report  and  forwarding  indorse¬ 
ments  and  concurs  in  the  report  as  Indorsed. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 


C-i.  SHoim 

CfT.  AGC 
A»tt  AG 
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Operational  Report. of ’.'Sd  Souadron.’ 17th  Cavalry  for  Period 
Ending  30  April  I968,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl)' 

SUDTACT*  Operation  Uniontowiir-Havorford  from  21  January  1968  thru  7  March  1968* 

wmi 


A,  N.JNUiTIVEt 

On  21  January  1968,  Troop  A,  3d  Squodron,  17th  Cavalry  moved  from 
FSB  Naehua  XT9832  to  Di  and  on  27  February  1968,  moved  from  Di  An  to 
Long  Binh  to  support  the  199th  LIB  on  operation  Uniontovm  and  Haverford* 

During  t]:is  period,  Troop  A,  flow  6044  sorties  and  2549  hours  in 
support  of  the  operation.  The  scout  platoon  flew  1261  hours,  weapons  platoon 
902  hours  and  lift  section  386  hours,  lift  ships  airlifted  1792  passengers 
and  21,150  lbs  of  cargo  during  this  period  of  operation  Uniontown  and 
Havorford, 

Troop  **,  3d  Squadron,  17th  Cavalry  accounted  for  the  following 
confirmed  onecy  lossos: 

1,  Enony  killed  96 

2,  Enomy  wotinded  12 

3,  Sar^jans  destroyed  14j  damaged  2 

4,  Structuros  destroyed  45}  domagod  4 

5,  1  Rocket  site  destroyed 

6,  301ba  of  salt  capturod  and  destroyed 

7,  4|300  lbs  of  rice  captured  and  destroyed 

8,  2  122inra  rockets  (minus  warheads)  captured 

9,  Apprcodmately  50  lbs  of  food  and  clothing  destroyed 

Friendly  lossos  of  this  unit  due  to  hostile  action  during  the 
reporting  period  were, 

1,  7 WIA 

2,  8  UH-lC  danagod 

3,  5  0H-6A  damaged 


During  operation  Uniontown-Haverford  the  following  ojnsunition 
was  eoeponded: 


1. 

7,62ran 

439,600 

2. 

5.56111m 

8,878 

3. 

2,75  Rockets 

2,944 

4. 

40m 

1,485 

5. 

tf?9 

422 

6. 

Smoke 

321 

7. 

IIQ 

216 

8. 

WP 

250 

9. 

C^ 

21 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

1.  Training  days  -  (h'o  formal  training-constant  OJT 

2.  Number  movement  days  >  0 

3.  Number  days  operational  .  47 

C,  No  major  difficulties  wero  encountered  during  this  reporting  period. 

Lessons  Learned 

1,  rmij  \'RC-24  Radio  (UHF) 

DISCUSSION t  UHF  capability  is  aljuost  a  necessity  if  the  troop  operations 
center  is  to  gather  qviickly  a?J.  the  details  for  the  troop  aircraft *s  missions. 
This  radio  is  authorized  but  has  never  been  issued. 

OBSERV^.TION:  The  VRC-24  radio  would  enable  the  troop  operations 
center  to  get  immediate  contact  with  all  of  its  aircraft  which  are  flying. 
With  aircraft  supporting  many  units  and  working  on  the  supported  units  FM 
channels,  it  is  very  difficult  to  break  into  the  various  FM  nets  to  get  the 
details  of  action  or  spot  reports.  Also  an  urgent  change  of  mission  is 
often  delayed  becuase  of  the  lack  of  oommunication  caused  hy  the  crowded 
FM  nets  on  ground  unit  frequencies. 

2,  ITEMt  Combat  Tracker  Team 

DISCUSSION:  As  an  cid  in  the  accomplishnont  of  its  mission,  the  troop 
should  have  assigned  or  attached  a  combat  tracker  team  to  work  v^th  its 
rifle  platoon.  The  CTT  should  have  one  or  more  tracker  dogs  with  handlers 
and  trained  tracker-security  personnel. 

OBSERV^tTION:  The  rifle  platoon  is  used  as  either  a  small  ready  reaction 
force  or  08  a  recon  platoon.  Its  mission  is  to  destroy  the  enemy  or  gain 
intelligence  with  a  minimum  of  friendly  losses,  a  combat  tracker  team  would 
bo  a  great  help  in  finding  the  enony  and  a  scout  dog  would  also  alert  the  - 
platoon  to  enemy  onbusher.  On  two  occasions.  Troop  A>8  rifle  platoon  has 
boon  ambushed  with  two  US  KLv  and  several  WLi,  They  have  never  been  ambushed 
while  working  with  a  tracker  team.  A  Tracker  team  of  the  199th  LIB  has  been 
successfiOly  iised  when  the  rifle  platoon  pursued  enemy  first  contacted  ty 
lAF  teams. 

3,  ITEM:  Car-15 

DISCUSSION:  Aviators  should  have  as  a  personal  weapon'  the.  car-15. 

The  .38  col  pistol,  does  not  have  the  range  or  the  fire  power  to  allow 
the  downed  aviator  to  adequately  protect  himself  in  a  comter-guerilla 
situation  in  jungle  terrain. 
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£^IS!^£i2I£liIs  The  small,  light  weight  car-15  is  an  ideal  weapon  for 
tlie  aviator  to  carry  as  his  personal  wuapon.  It  is  small  cnoxight  to  bo 
easily  carried  in  tho  helicopter.  Its  range  and  firepower  are  enough  for 
the  crow  of  a  downed  helicopter  to  hold  the  oneny  for  enough  away  to  make 
rescue  possible.  The  aviators  present  weapon,  the  ,38  cal  pistol,  is 
inadequate  for  the  pilots  protection  needs, 

4,  ITEM;  ifanpacked  personnel  detector,  (Commonly  called  Sniffer  Machine) 

DISCUSSION  I  Tho  manpaclted  personnel  detector  can  bo  a  integral  part 
of  the  intelligence  gathering  effort  in  an  entire  area  of  operations,  At 
least  two  of  these  machines  and  tho  personnel  to  operate  them  should  be 
assigned  to  tho  air  cavalry  sqvuadron  headquarters  and  made  available  at 
troop  level  on  a  request  basis, 

QBShRV..TT0H;  The  people  dotocter  capability  of  tho  manpackod  personnel 
detector  machine  makes  it  ideal  for  planning  of  scout  missions  and  H  4:  I 
artillery  fire.  Scouts  can  bo  sent  to  reading  areas  and  the  machine  can 
cover  suapoctod  enemy  locations  to  confirm  or  dony  reports.  Large  areas  can 
bo  covered  in  a  short  time.  Even  used  alone,  tho  machine  bolps  accomplish 
the  intelligence  gathering  mission  of  tho  air  cavalry, 

5,  ITEM;  Aero  rifle  platoon  as  reaction  reconnaissance  force  to  back 
up  long  rango  patrol  teams, 

DISCUSSION;  An  excellent  use  of  the  aero  rifle  platoon  is  that  of 
reaction  to  cneny  sitwtions  initiated  by  IRP  teams.  The  platoon  can  deter- 
mino  further  what  the  encry  situation  is,  develop  it  further,  destroy  the 
onery  within  capabilities  and,  if  necessary,  rescue  the  LRP  team, 

nRSERV..TIQNs  The  rifle  platoon  has  boon  used  successfully  to  land 
at  points  of  lilP  team  contact  and  develop  tho  enemy  situations  originated 
by  tho  IRP  teams.  Organic  weapon  ships  and  scouts  also  assist,  Experionoe 
shows  that  tho  UiP  team  must  stay  at  the  point  of  contact  until  tho  rifle 
platoon  reaches  tho  team  for  link-up.  The  IRP  team  thon  briefs  the  rifle 
platoon  and  all  pursue  tho  cnoiy  to  develop  the  situation.  Enemy  is  destroyed 
within  capabilities.  If  situation  and  time  permit,  a  combat  tracker  team  is 
inserted  with  tho  rifle  platoon,  **  larger  ready  reaction  force  must  always  ^ 
back  up  the  rifle  platoon,  to  exploit  enemy  contact  or  rescue  the  rifles 
from  a  suporior  force. 


ROBERT  A.  WITCHER 
Major,  Armor 
Commanding 
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ANUKX  B  Operational  Report  of  3d  Squadron,  ITth  Cavalry  for  Period  Ending 
.30  Apr-  L  1963  "G3  'iS?CR-65  (Rl) 


SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report 


1.  NAM3  OF  OPERATION:  Operation  SmiCGA 

2,  tJA'lE  OF  OEER/lTION:  19  February  1968  thru  7  March  1968 
3^  LOCATION;  Nau  Nghia  axxl  Gia  Dinh  ft?ovinces 

4,  CCMMA,1©  HEADQUARTERS  I  3d  Squadron,  17th  Cavalry 

5,  RSPQRTXIKl  OFFICER:  William  W,  Brannon  Jr,,  LTC,  Commanding 

6,  task  CRGAMIZi'JION; 

A-  Ircop,  Major  Nathan  M  Pulliam,  Comnaniing  (OPCON  to  199th  Light 
Infantx3'  Lirigade.i, 

B  Troop,  Major  Wayne  T,  Shehom,  Commandirc 
D  Trcop,  3^  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  (OPCOH) 

C  Troop.  Major  Gary  E,  Laick,  Contaanding 
25th  Aviation  Battalion  (-)  (OPCON) 

D  Troop,  Captain  Russell  W,  Mangel,  Conaanding 

7,  SUPPORTING  FORCES :  None 

8,  IM^ELLIGE^!CE: 

a.  When  thci  3d  Squadron,  17th  Cavalry  was  committed  to  operation 
Saratoga,  clcmoiros  of  tlr-  9th  y^C  Division  and  Tth  VC  Division,  as  well 
as  Local  Force  Battalions,  were  conducting  offensive  operations  in  and 
around  the  Saigon  cos^lgx.  During  this  period  the  VC/NVA  had  tho  capa¬ 
bility  to  conduct  coordinated  battalion  size  attacks  on  installations  or 
US  FJra  Support  Bases  and  harrass  friordly  units  with  rocket  and  mortar 
attacks. 
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b«  Terrain  and  Weather  t 

(1)  General:  The  TAC3R  was  bounded  generally  hy  the  Saigon  River 
on  the  East,  Highway  #1  on  the  West.  Diatriet  of  Go  Vap  on  the  South  and  the 
Miehelin  Plantation  on  the  North*  (Annex  A  Operations  Overlay) 

(2)  Tenpin: 

(a)  Observation  and  fields  of  fire  ranged  from  limited 
in  the  Filhol  and  Ho  Bo  areas  to  excellent  In  the  rice  paddles  near  tlM 
Hoc  Mon  CannlU 


(b)  Obstacles  -  Throughout  the  TAOR  there  were  no  nature! 
or  artificial  obstecles  which  Impeded  the  reconnaissance  or  loovement  of  the 
squBdrc;.^ 


(c)  Concealment  -  The  hours  of  darkness  and  early  morning 
fog  in'ovided  the  YC/NVA  with  natural  concealment  from  air  activity*  Once  the 
fog  lifted  the  en«n^  lied  to  remain  in  his  bunker  oo!q;>lexes  and  huts  to  remain 
undetectet\.. 


(d)  K')Y  Terrain  >  Highway  #1  was  selected  as  key  terrain 
since  thi5  is  T,he  rcut*;;  by  which  convoys  move  to  resupply  the  25th  Inffuitry 
Division  \mit3. 


(e)  Avenues  of  Approach  -  Miehelin  Flontttibn  w^Treposoid 
Ho  Bo  •  Filhol  -  Saigon* 

(3)  Weather: 

(a)  Visibility  -  During  early  morning  hours  visibility  was 
restricted  to  3  loilos  ov  less  due  to  fog*  At  approximately  0900  hours  the  fog 
would  lift  enabiii’^  tl)e  acrosco'^ts  to  conduct  armed  visual  reconnaissance* 

tb)  Temperature  -  The  temperature  averaged  in  the  high 
eigh'^les  throufheut  the  opo/atvon* 

0*  Intelligence  Dvrxeg  the  Operation:  (Annex  B  Intelligence  Overlay) 

(1)  /inepy  Unit':  Iho  VC/NVA  units  that  were  Identified  \ri.thin 
the  Squadron's  TAOF;  were  tho  271st,  272d,  101st  and  the  88th  Regiments* 

(2)  '  Kket  sites  which  the  enemy  used  were  in  the  violxd.ty  of 
118104  and  XCS^O/,  'Ij.  cast  of  Hoc  Mon, 

(3)  lines  of  corrurlcation  for  the  VC/NVA  extended  from  the 
Miehelin  Plan-f-atvo  -  Ir-ircaoud  -  Hoc  Mon, 

(4,)  logistical  s .  Several  large  bunker  complexes  were  dis^ 
covered  vicinity  )(/5930  aiv’  XI€^22,  consisting  of  over  75  bunkers  in  each 
oonqplcx*  The  sma] :  complexes  consisted  of  approximately  10  bccflicaa  '  each*  All 
of  tho  complexes  v  i  re  located  along  the  Saigon  River  in  Blnh  Duong  and  Nau 
Nghla  Provinoe* 
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9,  MISSION  J 

Conduct  armed  aerial  reednh&lirtittice  in  assigned  areas  to  find,  flxy 
and  de8trQ7  eneoy  rocket  positions. 


10.  CONCEPT  OF  O^iTIONi 

3d  Squadron^  17th  Cavalry  (-)  will  provide  continuotis  reoonnaissanoe 
in  force  north  and  vest  of  Tan  Son  Bhtzt  to  locate  and  destrosr  all  enesy 
rocket  poeltions.  Squadron  will  receive  OPCON  of  D  Troop,  3d  Squadroji,  4th' 
Cavalry  and  25th  Aviation  Battalion  (>).  Maximum  effort  will  be  oaintalMd 
in  AO  both  day  and  night. 


n.  EXECUTION: 


a.  Movement: 

On  19  February  1968,  the  squadron  was  given  the  mission  to  ^pvo^ 
vide  continuoi:s  reconnaissance  aM  surveillance  in  the  Tan  Son  Nhut  rocket 
belt.  To  accomplish  this,  the  Squadron  Tactical  Operations  Center  had  to 
move  a  Jump  camsand  poet  to  Cu  Chi  by  air.  The  Jvm^  eomcand  post  was  coi>> 
posed  of  elements  of  S3,  S2,  Communications,  iirtillery  Ufalsoa  Team  and  an 
Air  Force  Foward  Air  Control  Team.  All  elements  were  operational  by  1700  hoioni 
at  Cu  Chi.  Troop  and  squadron  field  traiius  remained  at  Tay  Ninh  while 
limited,  organizational  maintenance  support  was  sent  to  Cu  Chi.  D  Troop 
remainod  at  Tay  Ninh. 


b,  19  Fehruai  j.  I968  -  23  February  I968: 

Operations  dviring  this  period  were  characterized  by  intense 
armed  aerial  reconnalssanoe  dwing  the  day  and  intense  armed  aerial  sur- 
veillance  at  night.  Both  air  cavalry  troops  maintained  reconnaissance  teams 
ii:  their  assigned  sectors  during  the  da/  performing  detailed  aerial  recon¬ 
naissance,  searching  for  en^iy  rocket  positioius,  suspected  enecy  storage 
areas,  and  ary  signs  of  eneny  movement,  Enory  activity  was  very  evident 
throughout  the  area  which  led  the  aerosoouts  to  pinpointing  not  only  enecy 
locations  but  also  rocket  storage  areas  and  launching  cites.  Ni^t  act¬ 
ivities  required  several  aerowoapons  teams  to  be  airborne  throu^out  the 
night,  prepared  to  bring  fire  on  any  sites  launching  rockets  within  the 
division  area  of  responsibility.  Controlling  those  teams  was  an  airborne 
command  and  control  helicopter,  with  flares  aboard,  as  well  as  a  fixed 
wing  spotter  plane,  with  an  artillery  forward  observer.  When  targets 
were  spotted  at  night,  the  acroweapons  teams  would  engage  Immediately, 
followed  by  an  artillery  saturation  of  the  area.  Flares  wore  dropped  os 
needed  to  illuminate  the  target  area.  On  19  February  1968,  B  Troop  located 
a  rocket  site  at  XT852054,  composed  of  twelve  launching  positions.  Recon¬ 
naissance  of  the  area  showed  several  signs  of  recent  eneiy  activity,  how¬ 
ever,  no  eneny  were  sighted.  Firing  from  the  sito  had  been  conducted  at  some 
pirevloxis  time,  as  evidenced  by  the  back-blast  areas  clearly  evident  on 
the  ground.  Necessa^  photographs  were  taken  and  sketches  made  for  Intel- 
ligenoo  purposes.  (Annux.  C:  Sketch  Rocket  Launching  Site),  Upon  comple¬ 
tion  of  these  activities,  artillery  fires  wore  placed  on  the  site  destroying 
several  positions  and  heavily  damaging  the  rest.  Eneny  bunkers  in  the  area 
of  the  site  were  also  destroyed  or  damaged  by  artiUexy.  On  21  Februazy 
1968,  an  element  of  the  3d  Squadron,  4th  Cavaixy  was  engaged  in  heavy 
.’b* 
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contact  at  X5719922,  aSrowcapona  team  of  D  Troop,  3^  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry 
was  sent  to  support  tho  Sabcl*  element  in  contact.  The  teams  received  heavy 
automatic  weapons  fire  and  one  UHIC  was  shot  down,  landing  Just  south  of  the 
contact.  Shortly  afterwards,  tho  3d  Brigade  Coraaandor  was  shot  devm  at  the 
same  location,  C  Troop  immediately  dispatched  a  scout  team,  a  weapons  team 
and  one  UHIH  to  tho  area  to  provide  security  for  both  aircraft  until  ground 
forces  arrived.  One  of  the  0H6A  imncdiatcly  landed  at  the  site  and  esetraeted 
the  Brigade  Commander,  despite  hepvy  eneny  fire  in  the  area,  C  Troop's 
aeroweapons  team,  combined  with  Saber  dements,  soon  surpressed  the  enemy  fire 
enabling  the  UEQfi  to  extract  tho  crew  of  the  other  downed  aircraft.  The 
following  day  both  C  Troop  and  the  3d  Squadron  .4th  Cavalry  went  back  into  the 
same  area,  C  Troop  located  an  estimated  VC  compety,  directed  Saber  to  the 
enengr,  supported  him,  and  was  credited  with  30  VC  KBA.  (BC),  On  19  Fcbrviary 
1968,  B  Troop  received  a  report  from  1st  Battalion,  27th  Ii^antry,  of  rockets 
being  fired  from  XT817021,  A  scout  team  was  issnedlately  sent  to  that  location 
and  spotted  the  lautiChing  site.  The  scouts  thon  proceeded  to  lead  elements  of 
the  battalion  to  that  location.  While  enroute,  the  element  came  in  contact  with 
an  unknown  ntunber  of  VC,  which  B  Troop  insaediatdy  took  under  fire.  Upon 
termination  of  the  contact,  a  ground  search  was  made  of  the  launching  site 
and  all  positions  wore  destroyed.  This  combined  technique,  in  both  contacts, 
proved  very  valuable.  In  one  instance,  a  complete  search  of  the  site  was 
conducted  as  well  as  complete  destruction,  while  the  scout  team  provided  the 
security  for  the  completion  of  the  above  task.  In  the  other,  the  scouts  pin¬ 
pointed  the  enesy  and  directed  friendly  troops  to  the  point  of  contact,  enabling 
the  troops  to  manetrver  and  route  the  cnony,  Duolng  this  period  D  Troop  had  one 
platoon  in  Dl  An,  packing  organization  equipment  for  movement  to  Tay  Ninh.  One 
platoon  was  airlifted  to  Cu  Chi  oach  day  to  act  as  ready  reaction  force  for  the 
squadron. 


c,  24  February  1968 

D  Troop,  3d  Squadron,  17th  Cavalry  was  inserted  at  XS693363  to 
exploit  intelligence  information  gathered  by  C  Troop,  Recent  activily  had 
l)een  noted  eround  bunkers  in  the  area  and  VC  had  been  spotted  in  the  general 
area  on  several  occasions,  D  Troop  was  inserted  at  1020  hoxirs,  methodically 
searched  the  area  surrounding  the  LZ,  and  then  proceeded  toward  the  bunker 
complex.  With  air  cover  provided  by  C  Troop,  "Blue  Tiger"  assualted  the  area 
and  searched  the  bunkers.  Many  signs  of  the  cnesy  were  found,  including 
clothing  and  two  CHICOM  Gas  Masks,  however,  no  onesy  personnel  were  encountered* 
Eixtraction  was  completed  at  1215  hours  vicinity  ZS706971, 

d.  25  February  1968  thru  7  March  1968. 

During  this  period  the  enesy  became  either  bolder  in  his  actions 
or  more  desperate  in  his  attempt  to  destroy  US  Forces,  Tno  VC  were  ntOt  using 
thoir  normal  tactics  of  trying  to  hide  during  the  day  but  rather  engaged 
our  aircraft  on  almost  ovory  mission.  On  27  Fobmiary  1968,  on  0H6A  from  B 
Troop  was  on  a  low  level  reconnaissance  when  ho  received  automatic  weapons 
firo  at  ZT843043,  The  aircraft  took  four  hits  but  the  aviator  wag  able  to 
land  safely  at  Cu  Chi,  On  28  February  1968,  a  light  fire  team  from  A  Coaqjax^, 
25th  Aviation  Battalion,  on  a  night  surveillance  mission,  spotted  a  rooket 
site  launching  rockets  toward  Ton  San  Nhut  Air  Base,  The  Diamond  Heads 
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inoediately  struck  and  gil€incad  th«  targo.t,  vdtii  Mnlguhs  and  rocket  fire. 

The  following  morning  a  reconnaldsanco  of  the  Sa.ea'  credited  tnem  with  2  VC 
KBF.  (BC)  and  the  rocket  position  partially  destroyed,  D  ?roop  conducted 
a  ro^  sweep  from  Tay  Ninh  to  Go  Dau  Ha,  They  encountered  three  roadblocks | 
all  unguarded,  and  were  ordered  to  XT45^16,  site  of  a  blown  bridge,  A 
dismounted  patrol  chocking  the  bridge  site  received  automatic  weapons  fire. 

Fire  was  returned  resulting  in  1  VC  Kli*  (3C)  and  1  VC  KIA  (Possible),  On  2 
March  1968,  B  Troop  was  in  support  of  C  Compary,  4th  Battalion,  9th  Infantry, 
at  XT847035,  who  was  in  heavy  contact.  Both  aircraft  were  engaged  with  heavy 
enemy  automatic  weapons  fire  rcstilting  in  one  aircraft  receiving  four  hits 
and  the  other  ship  five.  The  team  was  credited  with  5  VC  KBj.  (BC),  On  4  March 
1968,  D  Troop  conducted  a  route  sweep  from  Tay  Ninh  to  XT458216,  south  of  Go 
Dau  Ha,  They  proceeded  to  secure  the  engineer  team  rebuilding  the  bridge 
previously  mentioned.  A  movuted  patrol  engaged  1  squad  of  VC  at  XT^7226 
resulting  in  4  VC  KL.  (BC)  with  no  friendly  casualties  or  damage.  At  1800 
hours  the  squadron  command  post  closed  out  at  Cu  Chi  and  returned  to  Tay  Ninh, 
During  the  course  of  the  operation,  Initially,  no  movement  had  been  sighted 
departing  the  Saigon  area.  All  indications  showed  the  cneny  remaining  in 
l^oe  with  some  indications  of  resupplies  moving  toward  the  Saigon  area  by 
sampan  and  foot  traffic.  Toward  the  end  of  this  period,  however,  indications 
started  to  show  some  movement  away  from  the  Saigon  area  toward  the  northwest. 
Small  groups  of  enemy  were  spotted  moving  nor1>h  and  engaged.  Sampans  were 
spotted,  at  night,  by  flaro  illumination,  moving  north  and  destroyed.  Activity 
the  last  few  days  became  less  than  at  any  previous  time.  On  7  March  1968, 

C  Troop  was  placed  OFCON  to  tho  9th  Infimtry  Diviaii'n  and  D  Troop  was  placed 
OFCON  to  4'th  Battalion,  23d  Infantry, 

12,  PESULTSi 


a.  Friendly: 

KKA 

Officers  0 

■  Warrant  Officers  0 

Enlisted  Men  0 


WHA 

1 

0 

0 


b,  Eneny: 


VC/hVA  (BC)  -  80 
VC/IJVj.  KIA  (Poss)  -  76 
Military  Structures  Destroyed  -  49 
Military  Structvires  Damaged  -  11 
Sampans  Destroyed  -  51 
Sampfins  Damaged  -  U 
Rocket  Sites  Destroyed  -  4 
P^ket  Sites  Damaged  -  6 
Miscellaneous  Destroyed 


6  -  105inn  P("  nda 
1  -  60i3m  Rourd 

1  -  PRC-25  Radio 
10  >  82iam  Rounds 


o«  All  Bomb  Damage  Assessments  were  conducted  by  aerial  reoonnaissanoc. 
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13,  ADMINISTiyiTIVE  ACTIVITIES 
Supply 

(1)  Class  1 

(a)  Difficultiso  wore  experienced  in  providing  B  and  C 
Troops  with  hot  meals.  The  problem  was  partially  solved  by  locating  a  unit 
at  Cu  Chi  that  agreed  to  feed  B  Troop,  It  became  nccossazy  to  move  a  mess 

from  Tay  Ninh  to  Cu  Chi  for  C  Troop  and  squadron  headquarters  personnel, 

(b)  It  is  suggested  that  a  sponsoring  unit  be  designated, 
in  the  operations  order,  to  coordinate  the  supply  and  preparation  of  A  rations 
when  it  is  necessary  for  a  troop  to  operate  away  from  its  base  caiq)  facllltios, 

(2)  Class  II 

The  absence  of  critical  radios,  l,e,  PRC-41,  AN/VRC-24,  Wid 
the  remote  control  GRi*— 74j  imposed  additional  and  unneccssaxy  command  and 
control  problems.  This  unit  is  also  short  the  KA-6A  cameras, 

(3)  Class  III 

Without  problems,  genorally  outstanding  support, 

(4)  Class  IV 

Barrier  materials  are  increasingly  harder  to  obtain. 
Personnel  bunkers  had  to  be  constructed  from  nako  shift  materials  with 
questionable  safety  standards.  The  sitw.tion  did  not  improve  until  OPORD  4^67 
justify  this  essential  oonstruction.  Standard  engineer  plans 
for  different  sise  personnel  anti-mortar/rocket  bunkers  should  be  madm 
ayallahlo  to  units,  to  include  complete  bill  of  materials.  If  materisOs  on 
plan  are  not  available  for  issue,  a  substitute  issue  should  be  made, 

(5)  Class  V 

j  /r,  m  Total  sramunltlon  consumption  by  elements  of  this 

squadron  IB  Troop,  C  Troop  and  D  Txx)op)  during  Operation  Saratoga ^ 

TYPE  AM^IUNITION 

7,62mm  Linked 
2,7500  Rockets 
40mm  Linked 
5,56aD 

Smoke  Gretiades  (^11  Colors) 


ROUIIDS  EXPENBEB 

174,300 

1708 

745 

2750 

293 
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(b)  kv^rfige  dftily  ^smtinition  consun^ion  for  one  Aix 
Cavalry  Troop  during  our  paruiclpation  in  this  operation: 


TYPE  ammunition 

7.62nim  Linked 
2,75inni  Rockets 
40im  Linked 
40nini  ^^••79 
5.56 


Smoke  (All  Colors) 


ROUNDS  EYPENDES 

a55.5 

42.8 

33.5 

8.3 

74.4 

11.1 


b,,  During  this  operction  the  squadron  operated  the  Tay  llinh  area 
rearrairf?  p?in'^  ui+nout  an;r  outside  help.  This  reaming  point  is  actually  the 
respon.^xbi'J  itj,-  oT  Dj'SCr.M  25th  Infantry  Division.  By  utilizing  all  squadron 
asscstB  i~.  Speo j.alxsts  and  3  Ammo  Handlers,  as  well  as  the  Support 
FLatoon  Leader'  ne  flcxi-bility  rciBainod  to  the  squadron  to  shift  roonning 
pointfi  as  by  ‘[^fitical  situation.  In  addition,  work  details  of  2 

to  6  .-nen  had  he  bj  provided  liy  the  combat  elements  of  this  organization. 


c,  I't'.Lutenance; 


D’jxing  the  portion  of  the  operation  requiring  24  hour'  q?  oration 
of  armed  UHIC  hclicr:pti;riij  the  availability  was  reduced  by  50Jt  or  more. 

A.  roller. pons  tcamsj  flcn/n  at  night,  were  required  to  be  down  for  maintenance 
durir^  the  day,  Tho  'fjs'ilt  being  that  the  troops  could  provide  one  aoroweapons 
team,  with  no  back  up  during  the  day.  It  wes  elso  noted  that  night  maintenance 
for  aircraft  was  hcmrcr'ic*  due  to  light  discipline  requirements  at  the  troop* e 
location  nt  Cu  Ch1  ^  Direct  support  maintenance  at  Cu  Chi  was  also  hampered 
as  they  wore  a-  vihiU  to  "'crform  maintenance  ct  night.  For  the  elements  located 
at  Tay  Ninh,  rdg’ot  maintenance  was  performed, 

u.  SPECLl  i:Ci;i?IIi?.NT  iJ©  TECHNIQUES 

In  more  than  one  Inatr-nco,  an  acroscout  team  led  a  ground  maneuver 
unit  to  an  cneny  position,  enabling  the  commander  to  ma.ke  a  complete  exploitation 
of  the  area,  Tho  scout  team  made  a  de'tailed  reconnaissance  of  the  objective 
area,  informing  the  comi.v'nder  of  known  cneiiy  locations  and  svispocted  locations. 

A  route  to  the  objective  was  specified  including  best  avenues  of  approach  as 
well  ns  fording  sites  over  atroams,  i»dvance,  flank  and  rear  security  were 
provided  the  unit  during  tho  move.  At  the  objective  the  scouts  relayed 
information  on  the  eneny’s  activioios  to  the  commander  and  when  the  cnoay 
broke  atxi  i-an,  the  scort  team  engaged  and  killed  them.  This  maneuver  -  air 
cavaliy  team  proved  very  effective  and  should  be  coneidcred  and  used  on 
future  operations. 

15,  CCM'ANDLFJS  ;jJiXYSI3 

ITEM:  Timely  Release  of  Tactical  Units, 

DISCUSSION ;  ^t  0700  hours  ,7  March.  1968,  C  Troop  became  OPCON  to  the 
1st  Brirado,  9tl;  Infantry  Division,  locotcd  at  Dong  Tara,  The  Troop  Command 
Post  hod  to  be  movod  to  that  location,  make  coordination  \d.th  1st  Brigade, 
and  issue  an  oporation  ordered  by  0700  hoxzrs,  7  March  1968.  C  Troop  was  not 
released  from  tactical  operations  by  the  25tb  Division  until  apDroodraat^ 
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1930  hours,  6  March  1968.  Utilizing  a  tabtio&l  unit  until  almost  tho 
last  moment  before  roassignment,  unless  a  teotlcal  emergency  exists, 
creates  an  undue  hardship,  not  only  upon  that  unit  but  also  reduce  its 
effectivenoss  to  the  receiving  unit, 

OBSERVw.TIONi  The  losing  organization  should  be  directed  to  release 
OPCON  at  least  24  hours  in  advance.  The  03  of  tho  9th  Infantry  Division 
stated  that  this  was  normal  procedure,  however,  the  25th  Division  thou^t  the 
opposite  was  true,  k  sot  procedure  should  be  established.  It  is  impossible 
for  an  Air  Cavnliy  Troop  to  move  its  entire  operation  at  night  and  be  able 
to  function  with  the.  eipectod  degvae  of  effectiveness  at  first  light, 

b,  ITEM:  ‘  .'^•iorover.pons  Teams  in.  Close  Suppoart  of  Qround' Units 

DISCUSSION:  Many  timos  commanders  would  call  for  acroweapons 
to  scramble  in  support  of  a  contact.  When  the  team  arrived  on  station,  the 
commander  was  not  ready  to  utilize  it  because  ho  was  employing  artillery 
or  did  not  loiow  the  disposition  of  his  groTind  elements, 

OBSEUV.-.TIONt  When  oossnanders  request  acroweapons  support  they 
should  id.an  for  their  use  prior  to  arrival.  On  many  occasions  it  appears 
that  some  commanders  ciy  "Wolf"  and  give  no  thought  to  tho  tactical  plan. 

This  prevents  tho  acrcwcapons  toam  from  being  utilised  on  a  mission  whore 
it  might  truly  bo  needed, 

o,  ITEMt  Employment  of  0H6A  with  UHIC 

DISCUSSION;  Many  variations  in  the  employment  of  0H6a*8  and  UHlC's 
have  been  tried  in  the  past, 

OBSERVATION;  The  best  pencral  employment  is  one  OHbA  with  onh  UHIC, 
This  vB  Ration  provides  the  ability  to  recon  with  the  scout  and  striko  with 
the  weapons  ship  when  a  target  is  spotted.  The  weapons  ship  also  helps  to 
maintain  air  to  grovind  communications  as  well  as  give  instantaneous  cover 
to  the  scout  if  ho  receives  cnoiry  fire, 

d,  ITEM;  Emplpynent  of  Light  Fire  Team 

DISCUSSION;  Tho  squadron  has  frequently  been  detailed  to  provide 
light  fire  teams  to  support  ground  units.  The  missions  of  an  air  oavplry 
squadron  are  reconnaissance,  surveillance,  security  and  econosy  of  force; 
not  light  fire  team  support.  When  this  type  mission  is  forced  upon  the 
squadron,  it  greatly  reduces  combat  effectiveness  and  ability  to  accatiiplish 
the  primary  missions.  Therefore,  the  ground  commander  may  not  reoieye  the 
Intelligence  and  information  which  ho  may  need  to  properly  empl^  his  command, 

0BSE.tVf.TI0N;  The  ground  commander  must  bo  informed  of  the  air 
aovalzy*9‘  primary  td-sslons  end  made  to  realize  that  misutillzation  of  air 
cavalzy  assets  is  denying  him  intelligence  and  information  which  he  msy  need  to 
command  his  tactical  unite, 

f,  ITEM;  Engaging  Rocket  Sites  at  Night 
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piSCUSSIONt  Up  to  this  tljii  the  squ&dron  had  little  aad  Infrequent 
occasion  to  engage  an  cnec^  weapons  position  at  night.  It  was  decldad  that 
additional  training  was  needed  in  tlds  type  of  oission.  Since  the  oondltioni 
could  not  be  slniulated  during  dayll^t  hours »  It  was  further  decided  that  the 
training  had  to  bo  conducted  concuxrently  with  tho  primary  mission.  ^  artiUocy 
observer  was  on  station  with  gun  teams  at  night.  Ey  colling  for  a  single 
round  of  lOSnim,  tho  rocket  backble^t  ims  simulated.  The  gunshlp  crows  were 
required  to  detect  and  imedlately  engage  the  target.  Since  the  artillery 
observer,  in  an  (X-l,  was  able  to  keep  the  target  area  in  sight  he  could  also 
judge  the  accvtracy  of  the  fires. 

0BSEa'tV/.TI0N:  The  above  procedure  proved  beneficial  to  tho  unit's 
acaoia|d.i8hment  of  its  mission  by  increasing  the  oonfidenoo  of  the  gunners 
to  engage  such  targets  at  night. 

g.  No  civic  action  or  psychological  warfare  operations  were 
jdanned  or  conducted  on  this  operation. 


ANNEXES  t  (^ration  Overlay 

B-  Intelligonee  Overlay 


DISTRIBUTIONi 
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«rri’I2C  C  ..  ODor  tiorr.l  Roioort  of  3d  SquT^on,  17th  Cttvolry  for  Period 
Enc.i'.\-  30  1968,  RCS  CSFCR-65  (Hi) 


SUBJECT!  Co? Jib.it  Op^ictions  After  Action  Report 


1,  Il\MS  OF  OPERATION:  Operation  WIIDZRlffiSS 

2,  dates  of  OPERATION:  8  March  1968  thru  7  April  1968 

3,  LOCATION;  Tay  Ninh  ftrovince 

4,  C0M’-I\ND  KFmDQIL'HTERS  ;  3d  Squadron,  17th  Cavalry 

REPORTING  OFFICER:  WlUianW,  Brannon  Jr. ,  ETC,  Comianiing 

6,  TASK  GaGANIZ..TION: 

A  Troop,  Mijor  Robert  A,  Witoher,  Coamanding 
(OPSON  to  199th  Light  Infantry  Brigade) 

B  Troop,  Itxior  JajTos  T,  McManus,  Connanding 
8  March  1968  tliru  23  March  1968  }  24  I4urch  1968  OPCON  to  1st  Brigade, 
1st  Infantry  Division. 

C  Troop,  Major  Gary  S,  Luck,  Conmanding 
OPCON  to  ^th  Infantry  Divieion  until  23  >brch  1968}  24  March  1968 
thru  7  April  1968, 

D  Troop,  Captain  Russell  W,  Mengol,  Cosmanding 


7o  SUPPCRTira  FCRCES;  None 


8.  INTELLiaENCE: 

A,  When  the  3rd  Squadron,  17th  Cavalry  uas  corraitted  to  operation 
Wilderness  there  had  been  no  rocont  contact  with  the  27l8t,  27M,273d  VO*  Regi- 
nonts  which  indicated  that  eleiaonts  of  these  units  had  possibly  noved  to 
supply  oroari  and  wore  doliboratoly  avoiding  contact  with  Proe  World  Forces, 
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(1)  General:  The  TAOR  vae  bounded  generally  by  Cambodia  on  the  North  I 

and  Weft  in  War  Zone  C,  the  let  Infantry  Civiaion  bouadaxy  on  the  East  and  the  i 

1125  Naet  West  grid  line  on  the  South. 

(2)  Terrain: 

(a)  Observation  and  fields  of  fire  ranged  f^on  limited  in  War 
Zone  C  to  excellent  in  the  rice  paddir.a  near  Go  Dau  Ha. 

(b)  Obstaclef  »  ThrovigUiUt  the  TACR  there  vrore  no  natural  or 
artifical  obstocles  which  iz^oded  the  reconnaissanoe  or  movement  of  the 
squadron. 

(o)  Concealment  -  Tho  eoure  of  darkness  and  early  morning  tog 
provided,  tho  VC  and  NVA  with  natura'i  concealment  from  air  activity. 

(d)  Key  Torrain  «  Hir/oway  22  was  selootod  as  key  terrain  since 
this  is  the  route  by  which  convoys  move  to  resupply  the  Tay  Ninh  area. 

(o)  Avenues  of  approich: 

(1)  Fish  Hook'  -  Saigon  River  -  Hicholin  ^antation. 

(2)  Highway  #1  loading  from  Cambodia  to  Go  Dau  Ha. 

(3)  Weather: 

(a)  Visibility  -  During  early  morning  hours  visibility  was 
restricted  due  to  fog  and  base. 

(b)  Tesqxsraturo  -  Tho  tomporaturo  averaged  in  the  high  eighties 
throughout  tho  operation. 

C.  Intolligenco  During  tho  Operation  (Annex  B  Intoll Igonco  Overlay): 

(1)  Lines  of  coimunication  for  the  VC/NVA  exteivlod  from  tho  Fish  Hook 
South  toward  tho  Hicholin  Hantation. 

(2)  Logistical  Basos:  Several  largo  bunkor  cosplexos  woro  discovored. 

In  tho  vicinity  of  XT5271  a  possible  transfer  point  was  looatodf  sovoral  truck 
tracks  (3/4  ton)  lod  into  tho  aroa  from  tho  Nosiih  but  no  tracks  woro  discovored 
leading  fTom  the  aroa  to  tho  South,  Thoro  were  also  two  3/4  ton  trucks,  typo 
and  malco  unknown,  spotted  under  canouflago.  In  tho  area  a  oacho  oonsistixig 

of  approximatoly  4000  lbs  of  rico  was  discovosrod  as  woU  as  300  boxes  of 
small  arms  armainitlon, 

9.  MISSION: 

Conduct  armod  aorial  roconnalssanco  of  Ist  Brigade,  25th  Infantry  Division, 

TAOR  to  locate  VC/NVA  forces,  onosy  logistical  bases,  and  interdict  onomy 
linos  of  communications.  Brovido  oountor-mortar  aoro  weapons  team  for  Dau 
Xiong  Base  Camp  during  the  hours  of  dorknoss.  Conduct  route  rooonnaissonce  and 
soourlty  botwoon  Tay  Ninh  and  Trang  Bang. 

10.  CONCEPT  OP  OPERATION: 

3d  Squadron,  17th  Cavalry  (-)  will  conduot  armed  aorial  roeonnaissaneo  in 
tho  1st  Brigade  TACR  with  ono-  air  cavalry  troop,  B  TToop  will  locate,  roposet, 
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and  destroy,  within  its  capaMUtlos,  VC/ITVA  foroos.  onosy  logistical 
bases,  and  onony  linos  of  comaunicatlons,  ftrovido  a  countor-nortar  tcau 
for  Dau  Tiong  each  evonivg,  D  Troop  \dll  conduct  a  daily  route  rooon- 
nalssanco  of  Highway  1  and  22  fren  Tr.y  Ninh  to  XT413238,  Local  patrols 
will  bo  cot^uctod  along  rou';;o  fol  Jovjivj  tho  initial  roconnaissanoo  olsslon* 
Secure  onglnoer  work  parties  us  noccacary, 

11,  EXECUTIONi  8  March  1968  thru  23  March  1968 

On  8  March  1968,  3d  Squadron,  17th  Cavalry  (-)  was  placed  OPCON  to 
1st  Brigade,  25th  Infantry  D-iv3fr;.cn  aM  givon  tho  nirsion  of  porfonaing 
roconnaissanoo  in  tho  1st  Br5^:a<jlo  TACR  (Annex  A),  searching  for  signs  of 
cneny  novoTaent  and  all  eneni'  iutolligonco.  Durl^  this  period,  lines  of 
conmunication  botween  Canbodia  and  the  Mchclln  Plantation  and  several  baso 
areas  wore  plotted.  On  11  Marth,  B  Troop  spotted  fou.-  HVA  soldiers  dressed 
in  khak'.  unifoms  at  XT 61333-2 «  Tho  onony  troops  woro  taken  under  firo  res¬ 
ulting  in  4  KBA  (BC),  Lator  in  tho  day,  D  Troop  reported  a  roadblock  and 
possible  onony  ambush  sito  at  XT 530183,  Ono  coc^ny  of  4th  Battalion, 

23d  Infantry  was  sent  to  that  D.ocation  as  a  reaction  force.  Duo  to  tho 
distance  and  tino  im'o?.vcd  for  tho  reaction  forco,  tho  onony  had  abandoned 
tho  ambush  sito  just  prior  to  tho  conpany  deploying.  No  contact  was  made 
during  tho  nanouvor.  On  16  March,  two  aero  weapons  toans  fkom  B  Troop 
wore  sent  to  XT23430O  when  an  ARVN  outpost  cano  under  heavy  attack  hy 
an  ostinated  VC  battalion,  B  Troop  rocoivod  anti-aircraft  firo  from 
ono  position  which  they  Imcdiatoly  engaged  and  silenced.  The  aero  wea¬ 
pons  toons  then  engaged  tho  VC  positions.  With  the  comblnod  fires  from 
tho  weapons  aircraf+  and  tho  ARVN  soldiers,  tho  VC  attack  subsided  and 
was  soon  broken,  D  T-  cop  ws  credited  with  25  KBkk  (BC) ,  On  18  March, 
an  aero  scout  tear  fr  oin  B  Troop  was  on  a  roconnaissanoo  vicinity  XT565503 
when  the  toan  rocoivod  hoavy  autonatic  weapons  firo,  Tho  team  loader 
Innodiatoly  called  artillery  on  tho  position.  Following  tho  firo  mission 
tho  team  node  a  low  level  assossnont  of  tho  damage  and  credited  the  artil¬ 
lery  with  ono  autonatic  weapons  position  destroyed  and  two  KBA  (BC), 

Botween  18  Mirch  to  5  *'^pril,  D  Troop  was  assigned  tho  additional  mission 
of  escorting  gravol  tinioks,  from  tho  65th  Engineer  Battalion,  from  Tay 
Ninh  to  Trang  Bang  In  oupport  of  road  repair  operations,  20  March, 

B  Troop  discovered  cn  enony  storage  area  at  XT481593  containing  bunkers 
and  ono  largo  tin  building.  An  artlUory  missioa  was  called  on  tho  sito, 
resulting  in  ono  secondary  explosion  jaroduoing  a  150  foot  high  mushroom 
cloud.  On  21  March,  tho  aero  rifle  platoon  of  B  Troop  was  inserted  at 
XTI646,  on  a  roconnaissanoo  in  forco  operation  of  a  reported  VC  rendezvous 
point.  Inspection  of  this  area  failed  to  show  any  signs  of  recent  activity 
and  tho  platoon  was  oxtractod,  D  Troop,  on  a  route  reconnaissance  missioa, 
encountered  an  *iRVN  popular  forces  unit  which  had  just  boon  aabushod  along 
tho  route  at  XT385285,  D  Troop  assisted  tho  unit  by  placing  106nn  recoil- 
loss  rifle  firo  on  targets  pointed  out  by  an  Anorican  advisor  to  tho  unit, 
Contaot  \ms  then  broken  with  unknown  results,  Tho  aoro  rifle  platoon  of 
B  Troop  was  Insortod  on  22  March  at  XT573502,  in  coordination  with  2d 
Battalion,  22d  Infantry  (Mochlxiizod) .  Tho  platoon  ostablishod  a  blocking 
position  at  that  location  as  the  battalion  swept  toword  the  platoon  from 
the  west.  Negative  onoror  contaot  was  encountered  on  the  operation  euxl  the 
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platoon  was  oxtraotod  at  1536  hours.  On  23  tiarch,  C  Troop  tma  roleased 
Aron  the  9th  Infantry  Division  and  returned  to  squadron  control, 

b,  24  March  1968  thru  7  April  1968 


On  24  March  1968  B  Troop  was  placed  OPCOM  to  Ist  Brigade,  1st  Inf» 
entry  Division  and  C  Troop  assunod  B  Troop*  s  rdssions  in  operation  WIIDEIU 
NESS,  On  25  >Jarch  D  Troop  encountorod  an  ARVN  Mochanlzod  Conpany  which 
had  been  onbushed  at  XT299361,  D  Troop  approaclied  the  reax  of  the  ARVN 
unit  and  deployed  to  the  south,  west  and  east  of  the  village  of  Can  An 
(XT29236I) .  D  Troop  supported  the  *iRVN  advance  by  nlacing  106nn  rocoil- 
loss  rifle  fire  on  the  onorsy  locations.  Twenty  (20)  VC  woro  spotted  at 
11299361,  attonpting  to  envelop  the  ARVN  fron  tho  south  and  woro  imodiately 
engaged,  Tho  VC  then  withdrew  in  tho  direction  they  had  cone,  Appro:^. 
inately  ono  hour  and  thirty  minutes  later,  the  VC  broke  contact  with  the 
ARVN  vmit,  D  Troop  hod  negative  causalties  or  danago  and  inflicted  throe 
(3)  VC  KIA  (Possible),  Tho  acre  rifle  platoon  of  C  Troop  was  inserted 
at  XT528553  in  a  coordinated  operation  with  2d  Batt<lion,  22d  Infantry 
(Mechanized) ,  C  Troop  set  up  a  blocking  position  with  tho  battalion 
sweeping  toward  tho  platoon.  Negative  contact  was  established  and  tho 
platoon  was  extracted  at  13CXD  hours  vicinity  XT519556,  On  26  March, 
an  Air  Force  Forward  Air  Controller,  assigned  to  the  squadron,  spotted 
40  VC  at  XT120947,  walking  along  a  road,  Tho  FAC  contacted  ono  of 
C  Troops  aoro  ’scout  tcans  and  vectored  thon  to  tho  target  area.  By  using 
forward  air  controlling  proceduros,  the  team  was  vectored  to  tho  onery 
location,  made  tho  first  firing  pass,  and  caught  tho  VC  still  on  the  road. 
The  toan  was  croditod  with  "ton  (lO)  VC  KDA  (BC),  On  30  Mirch,  C  Troop 
was  porfoming  an  aerial  reconnaissance  south  of  Tay  Nlnh  betwoon  tho 
Oriental  River  and  tho  Cambodian  border.  An  cstimtod  VC  company  was 
sighted  occupying  a  base  camp  at  XT3013OI,  Throe  air  strikes  woro  put  into 
tho  target  area,  however  tho  strikes  woro  relatively  inoffoctivc.  On 
3  April,  C  Troop  spotted  an  enemy  base  car^j  at  XT53972I  and  marked  tho 
target  for  a  FiiC,  Results  of  tho  airstriko  wore  30^^  bunkers  dostroyod 
with  two  KBA  (BC),  On  5  April,  C  Trp  discovered  recent  vehicle  tracks 
leading  fton  Cambodia  toward  Dau  Tiong,  Similar  tracts  had  been  spotted 
and  reported  in  the  past,  hov/ovor,  no  trucks  wore  over  found.  On  this 
occasion,  C  Troop  followed  tho  vehicle  tracks  to  a  storage  aroa,  XT527713# 
and  fouT'i  two  3/4  ton  •trucks,  typo  unknown,  and  300  boxes  of  amnuni'tion. 

An  air  Si<x'iko  on  tho  area  destroyed  1  ’txoick  and  more  than  half  tho  ammu¬ 
nition  and  darngod  tho  other  truck.  Artillery  firo  was  placed  on  tho  tar- 
got  area  threughout  that  night.  On  7  April,  D  Troop  stopped  a  Viotnanose 
vehicle  along  with  sovorol  suspicious  personnel,  at  XT352334»  vol>» 
icle  was  filled  with  contraband  including  whiskey,  cigerottos,  CARations, 
and  beer.  The  voMclo  and  personnel  woro  turned  oyer  to  tho  Vietnoaoso 
National  Police,  This  poriod  confiruod  that  VC/NVA  forces  wore  rebuilding 
and  reooctqjying  old  base  areas  in  War  Zone  C  and  were  moving  large  amounts 
of  supplies  from  Cambodia,  by  'truck,  toward  tho  Lau  Tiong  aroa, ' 


12,  RESULTS: 
a,  Friondly 

Officers 
Warrtint  Officers 
Enlisted  J''>n 
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b»  Enesyt 

(1)  VC/NVA  KIA  (BC)  -  82 

(2)  VC/UVA  KIA  (Poas)  -  109 

u)  Military  Structuroa  Boatroyed  -  107 
Uj  Military  Structuroa  Daoogod  «  23 

(5)  Soriana  Destroyod  -  37 

(6)  Sai^na  Dorngod  >  4 

(7)  HLscoUaneous  Deatroj^t 
1-3/4  Ton  Truck 

150-Boacea  of  Small  Ama  Atsiunltlon 

0.  All  Boob  Domgo  Aaaoaanonta  wore  conducted  lay  aorlAl  roconnoiaaaxioe. 

13.  admuhstrative  activitx 

a.  StOTay 

(1)  No  dlffioultiea  vore  •xperionood  in  either  Claaa  I,  lit  IH*  IV. 

V, 

(2)  Total  amunltion  expendlturoa  by  the  squadron  ditring  this 
operations t 


2.75  Rockota  1,376 

7.62nn  linked  1^,550 

5.56131  4tOM 

40nm  (M-T?)  393 

4000  (M-5)  1,684 

Snoke  (AH  Color  a)  193 

Frog  Oronodes  10 

Whito  niosphoroua  Grenodea  240 

106m  (Rocoillosa  Rifle)  29 

81nn  (Mortar)  4 

ifC-424  (Flaro]  192 


b.  Milntonancet 

Dally  road  x^connaissonce  miaaiona  ore  vory  dooandlng  on  equipment 
and  vehiolea  in  D  Troop.  Each  vohlole  avoroged  125  nllos  por  day  during 
thla  operation.  Although  numerous  porta  voro  replacod,  po^iculorily 
suspon^on  items  and  tiros,  oqulpmont  roedinoss  avorogod  99^  throughout  the 
period.  A  ooncreto  preventive  m^tononoe  program,  actively  av;)orvisod 
before,  during,  and  after  operations,  forestoHod  major  problena.  Aircraft 
maintenance  voa  greatly  iji^jx^ved  enabling  oil  air  cavolry  troops  to  increase 
their  avoilabUitj  approodmatoly  1(X(  over  that  available  during  the  last 
operation. 

14.  COMMlNDER«s  AHILQIS 

s.  TTEMt  Local  Intelligenoe 
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DISCUSSION  t  Daily  rood  operations  Inrlng  tho  tmit  in  constant  contact 
with  local  civilians^  Popular  Foreos,  and  ARVN  t^ps.  Those  people  live 
and  work  in  thoir  specific  areas  and  knov  not  only  tho  toxToln  hut  also  enor^ 
locations  and  noivocionts 

pnsTTnvATTQNi  It  is  highly  dosiroablo  to  cultivate  those  local 
IntoUlcooco  sourcos.  By  dally  contact,  those  sourcos  can  give  an  oxceptlonally 
door  picture  of  local  VC  activity,  mny  tines  pin-pointing  nunbors  and 
locations.  Tho  tine  involved  In  socking  out  this  type  IntolUgonoe  Is  veil 
spent. 


b.  jETEMt  Operational  Control 

DISCUSSION:  When  a  cavalry  troop  boconos  OFCON  to  a  battalion 
size  unit,  there  has  boon  a  tondoney  to  fragnont  the  assets  of  tho  troop, 
using  tho  sections  to  augnent  tho  reconnaissance  platoon  or  rifle  cor^sonlos. 

OBSERVATION:  Cormanders  nust  bo  briefed  on  tho  rdsslons,  capabilities, 
and  Unitatlons  of  the  cavalry  troop.  Particular  or^hasib  nust  bo  placed 
on  tho  necessity  for  mintaining  platoon  integrity  as  mi,  sections  are 
dependent  upon  each  other  for  tho  cavalry  platoon  to  operate  as  it  is  designed. 

0.  XESIi*  I43.intonaneo 

pijSCUSSION;  When  perfornlng  daily  ro^ito  reconnaissance  and  security 
tdssions,  with  vhcoled  vehicles,  tho  nalntcnanco  requironont  Increases 
drastically.  Parts  voor  faster,  noro  nolntenanco  Is  required,  and  rdnor 
ansenblles,  i.e.  ball  joints,  shock  absorbers,  universal  joints,  brook  vdth 
Increasing  froquoncy. 

OBSERVATION:  In  order  to  uaintain  an  acceptable  dogroo  of  conbat 
readiness,  both  a  strong  □aintcnanco  progran  and  nanagonont  of  assets  are 
nocossory.  A  good  proventativo  nalntcnanco  progran  stressing  operator 
nalntonanco,  tinoly  requisitioning  of  parts,  and  tinoly  roplaccncnt  of  parts 
is  a  nust.  Secondly,  the  available  assets  nust  bo  nanaged  so  each  pioco  of 
equlpnont  gets  nocossory  nalntonanco  tine.  This  nay  require  standing  down 
Individual  vehicles  if  a  platoon  cannot  bo  released  for  nalntonanco.  With 
coreful  nanagerjent  the  foroor  can  bo  an  effective  progran. 

d.  lEU:  Dust 

DLSCISS^ON :  Dust  continues  to  bo  a  uajor  problcn  In  nany  helicopter 
parking  and  londlng  areas  throughout  the  <i<orps.  Oust  causes  tsmy  oxtx«  hours 
of  mintenaneo  and  prosonts  a  najor  safety  haz^  for  helicopters  taking  off 
and  landing.  At  night,  dust  can  ca\:so  pilots  to  loose  ground  reference  with 
serious  consequences. 
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OBSERVAyiONt  All  eoxsQOitaro  xauai'roQlise  tho  hasox^dc  of  dusty  con¬ 
ditions  in  oroos  vlioca  rotory  wing  oiroMft  opoxtito  and  toko  such  action  os 
Moossory  to  elisissto  ttwso  conditions. 


ANNEXES  I  A  »  Opoxntions  Ororlay 
B  -  Intelligsnes  Overlay 

DISTRIBUTION: 

Spooisl 


VP 

CONFlDENTlAr, 


ANNEX  A  (Operations  Ovorlsjr} 

lUforeooet  Map,  ViotnsBi  lt250,000 
Sorios  15Q1«  Shoot  NC 


AWOaC  B  (InWllig«nce  Overlay)  To  After  Aotion  Report  OEBRATION  WnjJERNESS  ^ 
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ANNEX  D  Operational  Report  of  3C.  Squrulron,  17th  Cavalry  for  Potiod 
BixUng  30  Apa.il  196G,  RCS  CSFCIl-65  (Rl) 

SUBJECT:  Operas. Tru  '■%,  Ooiv  f-.JO’  Jtjrch  I968  thru  23  March  1968 


1,  Name  of  f^porotlon:  Tvuor»  Cong  Dinh 

2,  Dates  of  Operation:  7  Jhtrch  1968  thru  23  March  I968 

3,  Location:  Dolta  region  to  the  east,  north  ani  west  of  Jfy  7ho  in  the 
Dinh  Tuong  Province. 

4,  CoEmani  H^aclqiiarters :  C  Troop,  3d  Squadron,  17th  Cavalry. 

5,  Rspoxting  Officer:  Gary  E,  Luck,  Major,  Anxr,  Commanding 

6,  Task  Organi.!ation:  C  Troop,  3d  Squadron,  17th  Cavalry 

7,  Supporting  ?oi‘ces:  None 

8,  IntelligoLioo: 

a,  ft.'ior  to  operation.  Enery  fwces  were  operating  in  the  area 

harassing  Military  installations  with  mortar,  rocket  and  recoilless  firo 
in  addition  to  interdicting  traffic  along  highways  between  Ify  Tho,  Cai  Le,  , 
and  Tan  An,  ' 

b.  Terrain  and  Weathor,. 

(1)  General:  The  arc*',  was  bounded  by  the  Mekong  River  on  .the  south, 
Cai  Lo  to  the  west,  Tan  Ar.  to  the  north,  and  Binli  Phuoc  to  the  east, 

(2)  Terrain?  The  area  is  flat  consisting  of  many  rice  paddies 

and  troolinos  that  oro  intoi’laced  with  nunerous  canals  end  rivers.  All  the 
canals  and  rivei-;!  are  lijied  v.'i+h  heavy  foliogo*  Almost  all  of  the  rice 
poddies  aro  dri-od  vqi  dac.  to  the  dry  season, 

(3}  Veathor:  I’ho  \,*erthcr  during  first  light  hours  was  char- 
actoiized  by  poor  visibility  and  low  coilings  5055  of  the  tix».  During 
the  day  visibility  mcls  vrliidtod  with  winds  geiwroUy  at  15  to  20  knots 
out  of  tho  Eoutheast, 


c,  lntolligor.c!0  Ouri-ng  tho  Oporction.  The  assigned  area  of  operation 
contained  oneny  ba.n  cafps  frou  vliich  tho  onory  staged  attacks  against 
tho  ^Iy  Tho  River,  Also,  extcncivo  ernps  largo  enough  to  quarter  entire 
battalions  voro  in  e^rld^oo  in  tho  Ap  Boc  area.  Several  cache  points  wore 
found  throughout  the  operational  arc?u 


9*  hdssion:  Conduct  amod  aoriol  reconnaissance  to  find  ani  fix  tho  onocy, 

10,  Concept  of  Operation,  Troop  C  will  conduct  aerial  reeoxmaissanco  in 
assigned  area  of  oporatlon  with  woapoxu  oxxi  scoucts.  Aero  riflos  will  bo 
oiq;>loyed  for  ground  3»eottaQl«sanca.aa.the.altuation  dictates, 

68x559  coNnoENTiiTi 

SI  ' 


CONFIDENTIAL 


ANIEX  D  (Continued) 


11.  Exeoutloni 

a,  Mcjvcrrmt.  C  Troop  (-)  novod  from  Tay  Ninh  to  Dong  Tan  by  air, 

Tho  f  ;r\rard  Cf  was  cc  -Tocabal  with  the  Si'-  Division  Conaand  Post  at  Dong  T&xa, 
Tho  organic  helicopters  flew  to  tho  operational  area  each  day  from  Tay 
Ninh.  and  used  Dong  Tam  as  a  forvrard  operational  base.  One  aero  scout 
and  rno  aero  weapons  ship  rencinod  overnight  at  Dong  Tan  to  porfom  first 
Ijght  missions. 


b,  7  ^tlrch  1968  thru  23  I^irch  1968.  7  1968  Troop  C  Idckod  off 

its  firot  light  aerial  roconnaissanco  support  in  full  swing  to  locate 
cnorty  forces  fer  the  1st  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division,  wltLch  was  to  roact 
with  its  two  h4Uta‘’_lon3  as  ready  reaction  force.  Troop  C  reconnod  tho 
assigned  aioa  of  operations  and  found  nothing  bub  unoccupied  bunkers  through¬ 
out  tho  area,  TliC  hrigado  decided  to  conr.dt  tho  two  battalions  into  tho  area 
anyway,  Tho  area  of  operations  \/as  approxinatcly  10  kHonctcrs  northeast 
of  ffy  Tho,  The  aero  rlfLo  platoon  was  also  inserted  to  rccon  an  area  that 
coiild  not  bo  soon  from  the  air.  Nothing  significant  was  turned  up.  They 
were  inserted  again  on  9  Mirch,  again  wl  th  negative  contact.  On  11  March 
tho  aero  riflo  platoon  was  scraroblcd  to  search  a  suspected  cnory  connuiv* 
ications  site.  An  aoro  scotrt  ship  working  with  tho  aero  rifles  spotted 
tho  si  to  and  guiiod  tho  acre  rifles  to  tho  site.  The  cere  rifles  captured 
varioxis  itons  of  radio  cquipnont  along  with  6  detainees  and  1  ChJ.  Con  rifle. 

C  Troop  was  also  credited  vrith  1  KBi  dvtring  tho  operation;  On  12  Mireh 
C  Troop  was  credited  with  5  KBA*s.  On  IS  ^il^ch  C  Troop  was  given  a  day 
for  naintonaneo  stand-down.  'I-*.  15  Mfirch  C  Troop  was  credited  with  1  KBi 
during  a  visual  reconnaissance  mission.  Also,  tho  aoro  rifle  platoon 
was  insGitcd  again  with  ncgati”e  contact.  On  17  Mtirch,  Troop  C  kept  in 
contact  nest  of  the  dry.  The  »oro  riflo  platoon  was  insortod,  Tho  aoro 
riflos  were  credited  with  2  KflA*s,  and  also  1  dotainoo.  The  aoro  scouts 
spotted  several  occupied  bunkers  ahead  of  the  aero  riflo  platoon, 

E  Coapany,  3d  B.\ttalicn,  47^K  Infantry  was  inserted  to  suppoi't  tho  aoro  riflo 
platoon.  Th^y  bo  .h  against  tho  onory  position,  Thoy  cane  under 

heavy  fi-'n  ayrf  ;roro  pinned  down.  It  \/a8  late  in  tho  day  and  tho  decision 
was  Jirdo  to  disengage'  and  bo  ox’cractod,  C  Troop  was  credited  with  6  KBA-. 
during  tho  “'■x-<'at.-’or)  but  an  aero  riflonan  onded  up  MIA,  After  tho  extraction 
was  coiT^Jloto,  air  strikes  and  artillery  combined  to  docinato  tho  oroa. 

On  tlic  folk>v,“in{'  day  C  Troop  aoro  rifles  went  back  into  tho  same  area  with 
rwgativo  conc-act  and  wore  unablo  to  loouto  tho  MIA,  On  21  lixrch^  Troop 
was  credited  with  7  moro  KBA>s,  On  tho  afternoon  of  23  Miroh,C  Troop 
wes  poloasod  oy  the  9th  Infantry  Divlsi.on  to  rovort  to  squadron  control. 


12,  Results 
a,  Prionclly 


KBA  UNA  MIA 


Qfficors  0  10 

Warrant  Of.ticors  0  0  0 

EidjLctod  1-bn  0  0  1 
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AMISX  D  (Continued) 
b,  Enoiy: 


(1)  VC/im  (EC)  -  20 

(2)  VC/NVA  (Poet)  -  17 

(3)  j'  :t£’.inocs  -  7 

(4)  J'tillto.ry  St.c.;cturc$  -  11 

(5)  Sarins  destroyed  -  7 

(6)  Individual  weapons  -  1 


(7)  1'H.seollnncous  -  Various  radio  oqtiipnont  -  one  Chi  Con  receiver 
and  one  Chi  Ccti  transnittor  with  associated  accoutomonts. 

13  e  Adto.niotvatlvo  Activ?.tios: 

a.  No  rejor  problens  in  supply  wore  encotmtorod  during  the  operation. 
Class  I,  III,  and  V  support  at  Dong  Tan  was  oirtstanding, 

b,  Miintonanco  ronainod  at  Tcy  Ninh  and  although  the  area  of  operation 
vra-;  a  one  hour  fli^'ht  fr-'cn  Tay  Ninh^it  did  not  prove  to  bo  a  major  prollon, 
ilainbononco  support  has  ixjon  outstanding  but  a  shortage  of  parts  still  holds 
the  availa’xLlity  rate  dcr./n, 

14,  ftfoblcn  Areas,  Dtrri  still  continues  to  present  a  mjor  problon  in 

C  Troop’s  rovet:.!'  nt  area.  This  cauros  extra  hours  of  naintonrnce  for  the 
crow  chiefs  and.  presents  a  no?alo  ijroblon*  The  dust  also  reduces  the 
lifetino  of  certain  airuraft  ijarts.  The  dust  also  presents  an  oxtroroly 
hazardous  condition  whon  operating  at  night, 

15,  Conna-ndor' 8  ObserTrationf.  * 

a,  ITEM:  Credibility  (Reliability)  of  Scout*  s  Observations 

DISOUSSI 01  i !  CounandoTi’  ask  us  to  find  the  onory  so  they  can  react 
to  tho  onou^,  scents  jveon  an  area  J.n  detail  and  find  nothing.  The 
connondor  dc-’^dor  to  comrjT?.-!-  Oils  foixes  anyvray.  Ho  also  finds  nothing, 

OBSERVATIUN.  Sjzoabj.c  .Carcos  have  boon  comitted  into  areas,  vrhoro 
tho  air  cavalry  olro'.dy  chocked,  which  has  resulted  in  a  waste  of  tir», 
Rocontjord  counandor^  be  infomod  of  tho  capabilities  of  air  cavalry  and 
bo  patient  ir stoat;  of  going  ahead  with  planned  operations  that  seldon  turn 
up  a-,iyuhing. 


b,  JKEl?=  Changoovor  fvon  ono  unit  to  another  unit. 


^SCUoSIOU.  C  Troop  was  not  released  fron  tho  25th  Infantry  Dividon 
until  the  laf-,  light  nlsaion  on  6  >fa:coh  19^8,  C  Troop  was  under  oporational 
oonteol  of  tho  lot  PrigatV',  9-th  Infantry  Division  at  0700  hours,  7  Mupch  1968, 


ODSERVATjgU;  Tho  operations  (comand  post)  hod  to  bo  flown  to 
Dong  Tan  late  at  nislvt  otid  bo  cot  up  ready  to  control  operations  at  0700 
hours.  If  t)io  woabhor  would  have  Won  bod  this  would  have  been  ix^osslbOLo, 
Rocotrxtnd  a  longer  loojd  tiixi  be  instituted  ^on  changing  between  xxxjor 
oonponds,  _ - — 
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c. 

PISCUSSIONt  Inforcr.tion  fyon  highor  •iior'-rtquartors  told  us  that 
wo  Would  novo  the  troop,  -In  toct^by  air  ai<i  ground  noans  to  Pong  Tan,  A 
liaiscn  -bcarrj  ,/hou  -to  tuo*  Vth  Infantry  Piviaion  staff,  fourd  that 

an  area  had  not  boon  sci;  up  for  the  troop,  rations  had  not  boon  planned  for, 
aircraft  mlntonanco  support  hod  not  boon  planned  and  no  rovotnonts  wore 
avaiDable  for  overnight  parking, 

OLS^WuTKN:  Uiiits  aro  ploasod  to  rocoivo  air  cavalry  support 
but  either  do  noo  realize  or  ore  vmviUing  to  provide  the  noeossazy  logl^oal 
support, 

d.  ITTiM:  Utilization 

PISCIT.3ICN ;  Many  tiros  a  light  firo  tean  would  bo  scrariblod  to 
support  units  in  contact  or  scrariblod  to  a  ground  unit  to  porfom  a  visual 
roconiui.ssaaco  nission. 


When  a  light  firo  toan  is  ccnalttod  to  support  a 
unit  it  liiiLts  the  capability  of  the  rest  cf  the  troop  to  continue  its  nissLon 
of  intollicencc  gathering.  The  st^Dportod  •unit  should  state  the  nisdLon 
and  lot  the  trcop  coijr.iandcr  docido  hew  to  onploy  his  olorjcnta  in  order  to 
accotplish  the  riLsoion, 

0,  ITEM;  Enployront  of  the  Rifle  Hatoon 

PISCUSSION;  The  rifle  p'.atoon  was  usod  considerably  during  the 
operation  to  porfom  groxmd  roo.oiuvdssanco  of  linitod  objectives, 

OBSJJIVATION;  The  delta  region  proved  to  be  a  good  area  for  iroquont 
enploynont  of  the  aoro  riflo  platoon  because  of  largo  and  nunorous  landing 
conos.  The  aero  rifle  plat»©n  was  inserted  7  tines  of  vhich  2  tiros  they 
node  contact,. 

f,  iTI'i  Roedv  Reaction  Force 

r)l^C  U?;3J!0N;  There  scons  to  bo  a  general  reluctance  to  react  to 
ooro  rifle  platoon  contacts,  C  Troop  aoro  rifles  wore  in  contact  but  wore 
re-inf  orcod  with  only  o  corqpany.  Both  the  platoon  and  the  RRP  coopony 
bocom  pinnoJ  down  and  were  told  to  broak  contact, 

^gSERVATION;  If  a  diviaion  size  unit  is  not  goli:g  to  react  to  aoro 
rifle  platoon  contacts,  tho  ontiro  conopt  is  raped  and  the  unit  worth  is 
dwindled,  Reconoond  the^  better  plarninc;  bo  done  at  headquarters  so  that 
they  arc  propt'-rod  ta  react  or  delete  the  uso  of  tho  aoz«  rifles. 


GAHI  E,  LUCK 


Major,  Arnor 
Connondfng 
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AOTEX  E  «  Oporcitional  Report  of  3d  Squodron,  17th  Cavalry  fenr  Period 
Srding  30  April  1958,  RCS  CSFCR-65  (Rl) 


SUBJECT*  Cochat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (Operation  Valley  Forgo- 
Rarrieburg  ftron  8  March  I968  to  17  Maaxh  1958) 


SECTION  I 


A,  NARib'.TIVE: 

On  8  March  1968,  Troop  A,  3d  Squfu?ron,  17th  Cavalry,  began  supporting 
tho  199  Hh  Id^lit  Infantry  Brigade  on  operations  Valley  Forge  and  Harrisburg, 
Duri!’^  wliis  period,  Troop  A  flew  8I6  sorties  and  387  hotffs  in  support  of 
tho  operation,-!.  The  scout  platoon  flew  137  hotirsi  weapons  platoon  flow 
199  hours  and  lift  section  flew  51  hours,  Idft  ships  airlifted  197  passen¬ 
gers  and  20-')0  lbs  of  cargo  during  this  period. 

Troop  A,  3d  Squt'di'on,  17th  Cavlcry,  accounted  for  tho  following  confinaed 
oneny  losses: 

1,  .3noiny  Killed*  3 

2,  Sanpans  Destroyed  1  1 

Friendly  losses  of  this  unit  d\]o  to  hostile  notion  during  tho  reporting 
period  was  ono  OH-6A  danagod. 


DvtPing  Oporations  Valley  Forgo  and  Hnrricburg  tho  following  arxiunition 

was 

expended: 

1. 

7,62ran 

62,000 

2. 

5,56m 

115 

3. 

2,75  Rockets 

794 

4. 

M-5  (40i:i.n) 

i.9ro 

5. 

M-79  (4Caa) 

20 

6. 

Smoke 

9 

D,  1.  Training  Days  (No  forirl  training-constant  OJT) 

2,  Ihiaocr  of  ar/cnont  days  -  0 

3,  lhaaoor  days  oporational  ■  10 

C,  No  rjp  jor  difficulties  woro  encountered  during  this  roporting  period 
concerning  logistics. 


ROBERT  A.  UZrCEER 
i4x.1or.  Amor 
— ^  Cf)tEr.ndinG _ 
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AWEX  F  -  O^xirntioivnl  Iloport  of  3d  Squcdron,  17th  Cav'lry  for  Period 
Ervline  30  1968,  RCS  CSFCE-65  (Rl) 

SUBJECT :  Con’oat  Opcraticr.s  ♦♦ftbr  ..ctlon  Report  (Opor'ition  Box  Spirings- 
Harrisburg  fron  18  l-fcrch  1968  to  21  Ifarch  1968) 


ILJQB'.TKB : 


On  18  Mnroh  1968,  Troop  A,  3d  Squedron,  17th  Cavlory,  began  supporting 
tlio  199th  Light  Infantry  Drigrdo  on  oporationa  Box  Springs  Hariisbia^, 
The  lirst  ten  days  of  operation  Harrisburg  were  included  in  Annex  E, 

During  this  period,  Troop  A  flew  363  sorties  Qixl  179  hours  in  st^port 
of  the  oixjratlons,  Tho  scout  platoon  flew  104  hours,  weapons  platoon  flew 
53  hours  an!  lift  section  flow  22  hours.  Lift  ships  airlifted  49  passengers 
and  950  lbs  of  errgo  during  tliis  period  of  operations  Bex  Springs  and 
Harrisbiu’c. 

Troop  A,  3d  Squac!ron,  17th  Cavalry,  accounted  for  tho  following  eneqy 
lossos: 

1,  Enoty  Killed:  2  Confirrxxl,  15  Possible 

2,  Sanpans  Dostroyod:  4 

3,  Stnictui’cs  Dostroyod:  2 

Friendly  losses  of  this  vmit  dvie  to  hostile  action  during  this  period 
was  one  0K-6*‘i  datiagod. 

During  eporation  Box  Springs  and  Harrisburg  tho  followir-g  amunition 


was  expended: 

T^rx3  Rounds 

1.  '7.62nn  17,900 

2.  5.56sn  150 

3.  2.75  Rockets  210 

4.  >1-5  (40:13)  ICO 

5.  WP  3 


D,  1,  Training  Days  (Ho  fomal  training-constant  OJT) 

2,  iiiribcr  of  uovoiKjnt  days  -  0 

3.  Hunbor  of  days  operational  -  4 

C,  No  najor  difflcviltios  were  oncountorod  during  this  reporting  period 
concerning  logistics. 


6BX0G\ 


ROBERT  A  WrrCHEa 
Major,  Arnor 
Corxiandlng 
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ANNEX  G  -  Operational  Report  of  3d  Squadron,  17th  Cavalry  for  Period 
Ending  30  April  1968,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl) 


SUBJECT:  Combat  Operation  After  Action  Report 


1.  NAME  OF  OPERATION:  Complete  Victory 

2.  DATES  OF  OPERATION:  241000  hrs  Mar  68  -  151200  hrs  Apr  68 

3.  LOCATION:  Phouc  Long  and  Blnh  Long  Provinces 

4.  REPORTING  UNIT:  B  Troop,  3d  Squadron,  17th  Cavalry 

5.  UNIT  SUPPORTED:  Ist  Brigade,  Ist  Infantry  Division 

6.  INTELLIGENCE:  When  B  Troop  was  committed  to  support  the  1st  Brigade,  1st 
Infantry  Division,  It  was  believed  that  the  VC/NVA  supply  channels  were 
moving  large  quantities  of  supplies  on  a  new  road  built  by  the  VC/NVA,  that 
was  from  approximately  the  YU2525  Grid  tc  approximately  the  YU  2800  Grid  on 

a  North  -  South  axis.  It  Is  believed  the  road  Is  capable  of  supporting  heavy 
truck  traffic  and  supposedly  the  enemy  ha;  moved  tanks  down  the  road.  Most 
of  the  acts  of  terrorism  are  conducted  by  local  guerilla  type  units  and 
aimed  at  Montegnard  families.  The  enemy  also  has  the  capability  to  harrass 
friendly  units  with  mortar  attacks. 

7.  MISSION:  Conduct  armed  aerial  reconnaissance  In  the  assigned  area  of 
operation,  locate  enemy  supply  routes,  determine  enemy  lines  of  communications 
locate  enemy  base  comps,  plot  the  VC/NVA  built  road  running  north-south,  and 
provide  protection  for  the  Montegnard  families. 

8.  CONCEPT  OF  OPERATION:  B  Troop  will  become  OPCON  to  the  1st  Brigade, 

1st  Infantry  Division  and  operate  out  of  a  forward  command  post  at  Quan  Lol. 
The  armed  aerial  reconnaissance  missions  will  originate  out  of  Quan  Lol  to 
disrupt  enemy  lines  of  supply  and  communications.  Main  emphasis  being  placed 
on  protecting  the  Montegnard  families  and  plotting  the  north-south  route  of 
supply. 

9.  EXECUTION: 

a.  24  March  1968  -  9  April  1968 

B  Troop  participated  In  operations  around  the  Song  Be  area  In 
support  of  the  1st  Brigade,  1st  Infantry  Division  for  a  period  of  twenty-three 
days.  During  the  Initial  phases  of  the  operation  the  activity  was  char¬ 
acterized  by  armed  aerial  reconnaissance.  In  the  assigned  area  of  operation, 
"Danger  -  Stogie".  On  25  March  1968,  YU248187,  automatic  weapons  fire  was 
received  from  an  enemy  position.  The  fire  was  returned  by  the  weapons 
ship  with  unknown  results.  A  base  camp,  YU284097,  consisting  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  bunkers  was  taken  under  fire  with  artillery.  Fifteen  bunkers  were 

damaged  by  the  artillery  fire.  On  26  March  1968,  two  enemy  base  caaps  were _ 

located  at  YU199139  and  YU178253.  The  hunter-killer  team  received  moderate 
automatic  weapons  fire  at  the  YU186988  grid.  One  hit  in  the  main  rotor  blade 

»R  OtRO  _ _ 
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was  the  extent  of  the  damage  to  the  gunship.  The  enemy  fire  was  engaged 
with  organic  weapons  with  unknown  results.  On  27  March  1968,  YU248196,  a 
VC  base  camp  was  located  consisting  of  five  hoctches,  eight  bunkers,  two  tun¬ 
nel  entrances  and  five  VC  with  weapons.  The  area  was  engaged  with  organic 
weapons  resulting  in  one  KhA  confirmed,  one  hootch  destroyed,  three  hootches 
damaged,  and  eight  bunkers  damaged.  On  28  March  1968,  YU25^922,  another 
enemy  base  camp  was  located  that  consisted  of  fifteen  hootches  and  fifteen 
bunkers.  An  artillery  fire  mission  was  placed  Into  the  base  camp  destroying 
four  hootches.  A  hunter-killer  team  received  heavy  automatic  weapons  fire 
fron  XU250088.  The  scout  ship  took  two  hits  and  the  gunship  received  one 
hit.  An  artillery  fire  mission  was  called  Into  the  area  with  unknown  results. 
On  29  March  1968,  YU296038,  four  VC  were  found  In  a  base  camp  that  also  con¬ 
tained  seventy-five  bunkers.  The  VC  were  engaged  with  four  KBA  possible. 

While  the  aero  rifle  platoon  was  on  downed  aircraft  stand-by  at  Song  Be,  the 
airfield  started  receiving  incoming  82mm  mortar  rounds.  The  pilots  managed 
to  take  off  In  two  UHlH's  before  the  two  ships  were  damaged.  The  aero  rifle 
platoon  remained  on  the  ground  during  the  attack  without  having  anyone  in¬ 
jured.  The  attack  consisted  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen  rounds.  The  mortar 
positions  were  engaged  by  a  light  fire  team  and  the  mortar  fire  was  silenced. 
On  30  March  1968,  XU9260C)5  and  SU  932008,  two  bridges  were  reported  that  were 
capable  of  carrying  trucks  and  oxcart  traffic.  Artillery  was  placed  in  both 
areas  which  damaged  both  bridges.  On  1  April  1968,  XU978088,  seven  hootches 
and  eight  bunkers  were  engaged  with  artillery.  Two  hootches  were  destroyed 
and  five  were  damaged.  On  3  April  1968,  an  enemy  base  camp  at  XU903114  was 
located  and  consisted  of  four  hootches  and  five  bunkers.  Two  of  the  hootches 
were  destroyed  with  organic  weapons.  At  XU965055  eight  hootches  were  engaged 
and  destroyed.  The  third  enemy  base  camp  of  the  day  was  located  at  XU974142. 
It  consisted  of  four  large  hootches  and  seven  VC  with  automatic  weapons  were 
spotted  In  the  base  camp.  The  VC  were  engaged  with  organic  weapons  resulting 
in  four  KBA  confirmed.  Artillery  was  then  placed  Into  the  camp  and  four 
hootches  were  destroyed,  three  damaged,  and  three  more  hootches  uncovered. 

On  4  April  1968,  XU918011,  two  bunkers  and  twenty- seven  bags  of  rice  were 
discovered.  One  bunker  was  damaged  after  engaging  with  organic  weapons. 

One  VC  was  engaged  while  attempting  to  hide  at  XU965118  resulting  In  one 
KBA  possible.  An  enemy  base  camp,  XU968142,  of  five  hootches  and  one  1.5  KW 
generator  was  e  igaged  with  artillery  fire.  Two  hootches  were  destroyed,  three 
hootches  were  damaged  and  the  generator  was  destroyed.  Artillery  was  used 
again  at  XU968154  resulting  in  six  KBA  confirmed.  On  5  April  1968,  another 
VC  attempting  to  hide  at  YT 106 97 3  was  engaged  with  one  KBA  confirmed.  On  6 
April  1968,  the  hunter-killer  team  reported  three  VC  base  camps.  The  first 
at  XU91112S  consisted  of  nine  hootches  and  one  hundred  meters  of  trench  line. 
The  second  base  camp,  YT038943,  had  two  hootches  and  three  bunkers.  A  VC  was 
found  hiding  In  the  base  catr.p  ard  artillery  was  called  In  the  area  resulting 
in  two  bunkers  destroyed  and  one  KBA  confirmed.  Artillery  was  placed  Into 
XU920041  with  unknown  results  after  fire  was  received.  The  aircraft  received 
negative  hits  liom  the  area.  Seven  VC  on  bicycles  weeiing  back  pfcks  with 
three  FU?G  rounds  and  one  mortar  tube  were  engaged  resulting  in  four  KBA 
confirmed  and  three  KBA  possible. 
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On  7  April  1968,  XT99298A,  eleven  VC  were  engaged  resulting  in  one  KBA 
possible.  At  YU  181129  six  VC  were  observed  carrying  weapons.  The  clear¬ 
ance  to  fire  was  denied  by  the  Province  Chief.  On  8  April  1968,  XT997951, 
the  hunter-killer  team  observed  one  VC  and  engaged  resulting  in  one  KBA 
possible.  Artillery  was  placed  in  XU122118  after  a  new  base  camp  was  dis¬ 
covered.  The  base  camp  had  numerous  log  bunkers  and  the  results  of  the 
artillery  were  unknown.  On  9  April  1968,  XU971111,  five  hootches  and  ten 
bunkers  were  located.  Artillery  was  placed  into  the  area  with  unknown  results. 
A  base  camp  of  fifteen  bunkers  and  ten  hootches  was  located  at  XU866217. 

Two  hootches  were  damaged  by  artillery.  An  air  strike  was  placed  in  XU91612S 
after  one  hundred,  fifty  pound  bags  of  rice  were  discovered.  Three  hootches 
were  engaged  by  the  gunship  at  YU113173  and  one  hootch  was  destroyed  with 
the  other  two  damaged.  Artillery  was  given  credit  for  one  KBA  confirmed 
after  one  bunker  and  one  VC  were  located  at  YU123131.  Another  hootch  was 
damaged  when  engaged  at  XU91612A.  The  hootch  had  a  tin  roof  with  plastic 
sides. 

b.  10  April  1968  -  15  April  1968 

During  the  second  phase  of  the  operation  with  the  1st  Infantry  Division, 
the  aero  scouts  worked  closely  with  the  forward  air  controller  in  bringing 
many  air  strikes  upon  enemy  base  camps.  Two  VC  at  YU203167  were  engaged  on 
10  April  1968  resulting  in  two  possible  KBA.  Sixteen  VC  took  evasive  action 
at  XU94A086  and  were  engaged.  Eleven  of  the  VC  were  KBA  confirmed  with 
five  possible  KBA.  Three  road  blocks  made  of  steel  bars  were  located  at 
YU982048,  YU980049  and  YU9850A9.  On  11  April  1968,  XU998156  twenty  hootches 
and  fifteen  bunkers  were  engaged  v;ith  artillery  resulting  in  unknown  results. 
Six  hootches  were  destroyed  when  engaged  at  Yr238960.  At  XU519337  a  gunship 
received  heavy  automatic  weapons  fire  resulting  in  five  hits  in  the  aircraft 
and  minor  damage.  On  13  April  1968,  XU9d6ll8,  an  air  strike  was  placed 
against  fifteen  hootches  and  eleven  bunkers.  Another  air  strike  at  XU987118, 
destroyed  nine  hootches  and  damaged  seven  others.  Six  VC  were  engaged  at 
XU930080  resulting  in  two  KBA  confirmed  and  four  KhA  possible.  On  12  April 
1968,  XU996156,  an  air  strike  was  directed  against  an  enemy  base  camp.  The 
camp  consisted  of  twenty  hootches,  ten  bunkers  and  ten  VC.  Fifteen  hootches 
were  destroyed,  five  hootches  damaged,  eight  bunkers  destroyed,  three  KBA 
confirmed  and  five  KBA  possibles.  An  air  strike  against  two  hootches  at 
XU995155  resulted  in  one  hootch  destroyed  and  one  damaged.  Two  fuel  storage 
bladders  made  of  rubber  were  destroyed  at  XU995155  by  an  air  strike.  Four 
hundred  VC/NVA  were  engaged  with  organic  weapons  at  XU61020A  to  XU599216. 

Heavy  automatic  weapon  fire  was  received  from  the  area  but  the  aircraft  re*- 
celved  negative  hits.  Twenty  KBA  confirmed  and  twenty  KBA  possibles  were 
the  results  of  the  engagement.  On  14  April  1968,  XU903146,  an  air  strike 
was  placed  into  the  area  containing  fifteen  bunkers  and  five  hootches  and 
three  VC  hiding  in  one  of  the  bunkers.  The  air  strike  destroyed  three  bunkers 
and  claimed  3  possibles.  Three  more  bunkers  were  destroyed  by  an  air  strike 
at  XU910127.  An  area  containing  three  botches  and  eleven  bunkers  was  engaged 
at  XU908126  by  an  air  strike.  Two  hootches  were  destroyed,  one  hootch  da¬ 
maged,  eight  bunkers  destroyed  and  three  bunkers  damaged. 
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10,  RESULTS  t 

a,  Pi'lendly 
Officers 

WiuTont  Qffieore 
EnllBted  Men 


0  0 
0  0 
0  0 


b.  Enengr 


(1)  VC/NVA  Body  Count  -  57 

(2)  VC/TIVA  Possible  -  54 

(3j  ^^l.litary  Structurei  Deetroyed  -  58 

(l)  Kdlitary  Structures  Danaged  -  19 

'v5)  Sampans  Destroyed  -  3 

(f>)  S  ampans  Damaged  •  1 

•*7)  Bridges  Damaged  -  2 

(3)  Hafts  Destroyed  -  3 

?9)  P^afts  Damaged  -  3 


U.  ADKTKISTRiiTIVE  MJlITESSj  CLASS  V 


TYri-.  ATOGTIQN 


RQV^  mm 


7.62  Linked  139,350 

5.56nEii  9TO 

2.75  Rockets  1,717 

4i0rjii  Linked  2,260 

Smoko  Grenades  (All  Colors)  166 


12.  SPBCIAL  EQUIEnEM  AND  TECHNIQUES:  The  area  of  this  operation  was 
void  of  friendly  units  and  therefore  a  reaction  force  to  our  spot 
reports  was  not  available.  Hence,  if  we  were  to  accomplish  any  harrass- 
nent  or  destruction  to  the  enemy  it  was  necessary  to  use  organic  fire 
power,  artillery  fire  or  tactical  air  strikes.  The  area  of  operation 
proved  to  be  abundant  in  enemy  base  camps  and  tboreforo  to  bo  suBCOSsful 
we  were  restricted  mostly  to  artillery  and  air  strikes.  During  a  period 
of  five  days  from  10  April  1968  to  14  April  1968  we  uaod  a  total  of  twenty* 
six  air  strikes  against  enemy  base  camps.  During  this  five  day  period 
seventy'- four  enemy  hootches  were  destroyed  and  twenty'-throo  vero  damaged 
by  air  strikes.  The  techniques  of  using  the  aoro  scout  in  conjunction 
with  the  forward  air  controller  in  directing  tho  air  strikes  proved  to 
be  very  beneficial  to  both.  We  were  able  to  do  moro  damage  to  tho  onexay 
and  the  air  force  was  receiving  a  much  more  cong^lote  bozib  damaged 
assessment  on  their  air  strikes.  The  system,  proved  highly  successful* 


13.  LESSONS  LEARNED: 


a.  Caution  must  be  exercised  to  avoid  flying  in  the  dood  mans  BOOS. 
After  flying  over  terrain  that  has  an  elevation  of  20  feot  above  soa 
level-  it  is  easy  to  fly  at  1500  feet  indicated  and  actually  be  at  900 
feet  since  the  terrain  elevation  is  600  feet  above  sea  lOT^, 
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b.  The  hilly  terrain  made  it  extrenoly  difficult  for  tho  gunship 
to  cover  the  scout  ship.  Pilots  had  to  bo  aware  of  tho  changing  ground 
elevation  at  all  times. 

c.  The  celling  conditions  mist  be  2000  feet  absol’tto  for  tho 
gunship  to  adequately  cover  the  scout  ship.  Tho  ships  can  fly  when  tho 
celling  i  T  much  lower;  however  to  perform  the  nLssion  of  tho  hunter-killer 
team  the  ceiling  is  of  utmost  importance  in  order  that  cover  can  bo 
provided  for  the  scout  ship  while  the  scout  sldp  is  flying  low  lovol. 

d.  Even  though  we  were  assigned  froo  strike  zones  it  became  all 
important  that  the  pilots  use  discretion  before  firing  upon  a  target. 

The  majority  of  the  assigned  AO  was  inhabited  by  Montegx^ird  families, 

e.  Due  to  the  lack  of  lighted  urban  areas  at  night  the  pilots 
had  to  rely  more  on  Instrument  flying  abilities.  It  is  necessary  to 
know  the  frequencies  of  all  available  navigational  aids, 

f .  When  working  in  an  area  of  oxtroooly  toll  trees  and  heavy 
bamboo,  a  Jungle  penetrator  should  be  available  at  all  times  in  case 
the  extraction  of  a  crew  is  required  in  an  orea  where  landing  zones  ore 
non-existent. 


JAMES  T.  IfcMkNUS 
tfajor.  Amor 
Commanding 
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4TO!F3f  3  -  Oporationa:  P-ecorb  of  3d  Squmiron,  17th  Cavalzy  for  Period 
2nc  3U  ApviJ.  1968,  BCS  CSPCIU65  (Rl) 

SUK77iCTt  Combat  Opsratlona  After  Action  Report  (Operation  Box  Springe 
22  March  1968  -  28  March  1968) 


A.  ri’PATIVE: 

Co  22  Marcn  1968,  Troop  A,  3d  Squadron,  17th  Cavalsry  continued  to 
rv-ppert  the  199 'oh  Lignt  Infantry  Brieade  on  operation  Box  Springs. 
Operatica  Harrisburg  iws  concluded  on  21  March  1968,^  The  first  four 
daya  cf  f  ueratlon  Springs  were  included  Annex  Operation  Box 

Spi'irgs  iyvninated  on  28  Ms^h  1968, 

Dur.>g  this  period,  Troop  A  flew  856  sorties  and  394  hours  in  support 
of  the  operations.  Tho  scout  platoon  flow  193  hours,  weapons  platoon 
f}  O’.:  1/^  heuT^,  and  lift  section  flew  59  hours,  Idft  ships  airlifted 
299  paesensevs  and  12,000  lbs  of  cargo  during  this  period  of  operation 
Pox  Springs, 

Troop  4,  3d  Squadron,  17th  Cavalry,  aooounted  for  the  foUovdng 
onc3y  lc58C3; 


1,  col  barrels  dostroyodJ  7 

2,  Barrels  of  rico  destroyed:  2 

3,  150  Ihs  of  rico  destroyed. 

4,  Sacapans  destroyed:  8 

5,  Stiuoturoa  doatroyod:  3 

No  friendly  Icfces  due  to  hostile  action  during  this  period. 
During  this  pexlod  the  following  ossnunition  was  oxixendod: 


T’ri-io  /■  rmur.it ton 

] .  7.62  iir. 

2,  2,75  Rockets 

3,  I'*  (40nin) 

4,  hand  Grenade 

5,  V/hito  Phortdiorus 

6,  M-79  (40nin) 

7,  Sinoko 


RoimdB  Ernanded 
78,500 

740 

843 

10 

15 

200 

4 


B,  1.  Training  days  (No  fonaol  training-constant  OJT) 

2,  Nimber  of  noveraent  days  -  0 

3,  Nunbor  of  days  opomtional  .  7 


C,  No  major  difflcultlos  were  oneounterod  during  this  reporting  period 
ooneoming  logistics. 

Seq  OT 

6d>tOG3 

COilFiDENTIAL  ROSLiS  A.  WITCHUl 

NaJiK:,  Armor 
Ccsamndlng 


! 
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AlOTJiX  I  -  Oporctionrvl  ^sport  of  3d  Squadron,  17th  Ctivclry  for  Period 
Ending  30  upril  1968,  ECS  CSFCR-65  (Rl) 

SUnjnCT:  Combat  Operations  *Lftor  Action  Report  (Operation  Wlldornoss 
30  March  1968  -  11  April  1968) 


A,  limiTIVE: 


Cr;  March  1968,  Troop  A,  3d  Squfdron,  17th  Cavalry  continued  to 
support  xho  199th  Light  Infantry  Brigade  ns  it  prepared  for  operation 
Vildcmoss  v/hich  began  310700  March  1968  and  terminated  11  April  1968, 
Ihis  repcab  covers  operation  Wildornoss  and  tho  intorin  days  between 
operaiion  Box  Springs  end  operation  Wilderness, 

Burirg  this  period,  Troop  A  flow  1A33  sorties  and  6l6  hours  in 
svqjpori  of  tho  operation.  Tho  scout  platoon  flow  215  hours,  weapons 
platoon  flew  187  hours,  and  lift  section  flow  214  hours,  lift  ships 
Birliftod  094  passengers  and  16,000  lbs  of  cargo  during  this  period  of 
opnration  Wilderness, 


Troq7  A,  3d  Sqviadron,  17th  Cavalry  accounted  for  the  following  onoty 
locsos*. 

1.  Encny  Killed;  2  confimod,  5  estinatod, 

2.  los  of  rice  captured, 

3.  li3CO  lbs  of  rico  destroyed, 

4,  Sami)an3  destroyed:  7 

5,  Hcotchos  destroyed:  7 

6,  Bridges  destroyed:  1 

Friendly  losses  of  this  unit  duo  to  hostile  action  during  the  reporting 
period  woro: 


1,  Ono  0H~6A  danagod, 

2.  TvoWIA 


During  this  period  the  following  ammunition  was  expended: 


^^cnunJLUaa 

1.  7.62  mm 

2.  5.56m 

3-  2.75  Rockets 

4.  J'I-5  (40nin) 

5.  Hand  Grenade 

6.  V/hito  Phosphorus 

7.  M-79  (40nin) 

6.  Smoko 


Rounds 

50,250 

1,660 

703 

857 

42 

46 

12 

25 


B,  1,  Training  days  (No  formal  training-constant  OJT) 

2.  Nuiabor  of  movemont  days  -  0 

3.  Nunbor  of  days  operational  -  13 

C,  No  major  difficulties  wore  encountered  during  this  reporting  period. 
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iROBSer  A.  WITCHER 
Mijor,  Aroor 
CoBDanding 


lUNMUtNIIAL 


ANNEX  J  «  Operational  Report  of  3(i  Squadron,  17th  C«rclry  for  Period 
BncliTg  30  /’^il  1968,  aCS  CSFCR-65  (Rl) 


SUBJ}XT:  CoEibat  Operations  **ftor  Action  Report 


1.  NAME  OF  OPERATION:  Complete  Victory 

2.  DATES  OF  OPERATION:  151200  hrs  April  1968  -  211800  hrs  April  1968 

3.  LOCATION:  Bien  Hoa,  Binh  Doung,  and  Phouc  Long  Provinces 

4.  REPORTING  UNIT:  B  Troop,  3d  Squadron,  17th  Cavalry 

5.  UNIT  SUPPORTED:  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment 

6.  INTELLIGENCE:  When  B  Troop  was  coixjitted  to  support  tho  11th  Arnored 
Cavalry  Regiment,  the  VC/NVA  voro  noving  heavy  si^plios  fron  Canbodia  on 
a  road  the  VC/NVA  had  built.  Tho  road  is  capable  of  accomodating  heavy 
truck  traffic.  The  majority  of  tho  units  operating  in  tho  area  consists 
of  administrative  and  logistic  personnel  moving  tho  si^plios.  The  onerQr 
also  has  the  capability  to  harrass  friendly  units  with  nortor  and 
probing  ground  attacks. 

7.  MISSION:  Conduct  armed  aerial  i^connaissanco  in  th.c  assigned  area 
of  operation,  locate  enemy  base  canps,  dotensino  how  far  south  tho 
VC/NVA  road  extends,  conduct  route  roconnaissanco^  and  locate  host 
avenues  of  approach  for  advancing  fldondly  units, 

8.  CONCEPT  OF  OPERATION:  B  Troop  will  bo  OPCON  to  tho  11th  *Vrnorod 

Cavalry  Regiment  and  operate  out  of  a  forward  command  post  established 
at  Quan  Loi.  The  1st  Brigade,  1st  Infantry  Division  provides  rations 
and  ammunition.  ... 


9.  EXECUTION:  B  Troop  participated  in  support  of  tho  11th  Amored 
Cavalry  Regiment  for  a  pe’*iod  of  seven  days.  During  the  entire  operation 
the  activity  was  churae'  erized  by  special  and  individual  typo  missions. 
These  included  several  route  reconnaissance  missions,  river  rcconnaissanco 
missions  in  search  of  fording  sites,  and  landing  zono  rcconnaissanco 
missions.  On  16  April  1968  a  reconnaissance  mission  was  conducted  to. 
locate  available  fording  sites  that  would  accommodate  I;0wVy  trrbl: 
vehicles.  Three  fording  sites  wero  locatocl  at  tho  following  coord» 
inates:  YU292045,  YU001055  and  YU319043.  One  VC  wearing  a  khaki 
colored  uniform  was  engaged  with  organic  weapons  at  IT3OI986  resulting  in 
one  KBA  confirmed.  At  YT312990  nodorato  automatic  weapons  firo  was 
received  with  three  hits  to  the  aircr  ft  and  ono  WHA,  A  baso  caip  was 
located  in  the  same  area  and  two  air  strikes  wore  placed  against  tho 
base  camp  resulting  in  one  hootch  dostroyiod  a>.nd  ono  hootch  denagod. 

On  17  April  1968  lieavy  fire  was  I'ocoivcd  fnon  YU249294  with  negative 
damage  or  hits  to  the  aircraft,  An  air  strike  was  placed  in  tho  area 
with  unknown  results.  Small  arms  firo  ftrom  YU315194  was  roturnod  vith 
organic  weapons,  with  unknown  results,  Kogativo  hits  wore  sustained  by 
the  aircraft.  On  19  April  1968  r.  ono  and  ono<4ialf  ton  truck,  painitod  ' 
gray  with  the  letter^  "CD-3"  on  the  side  was  located  at  IT346930,  After 
obtaining  permission  to  engage  the  vehicle,  itj  was  destroyed  with  rookots* 
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On  19  April  1968  at  Yri90584  a  VC  on  a  bicycle  tried  to  ovcdo.  Tho 
VC  was  engaged  resulting  in  one  KBA  conflm«ed.  Another  blcyelo  was 
destroyed  at  YT186S83>  A  route  reconnaissance  vas  conducted  on  20  Apor  68 
from  Yr0875  to  YT2154.  The  reconnaissance  ijpovldod  vital  infortT-tlon 
for  the  11th  ACR  prior  to  their  moving  into  the  eroa.  On  21  April  1968 
the  assigned  mission  was  the  location  of  all  availahlo  landing  zones 
around  the  Yr2221  grid  that  could  be  used  to  establish  a  firo  suppoirt 
base  for  further  operations.  Several  LZ*  s  wore  located* 

10.  RESULTS:  ~ 


a.  Friendly  KHA  WHA 


•  Officers  0  0 

Warrant  Officers  0  0 

Enlisted  Men  0  1 


b .  Enemy 

(1)  VC/NVA  Body  Count  -  1 

(2)  VC/NVA  Possible  -  1 

(3)  Military  Structures  Destroyed  -  1 
(A)  Military  Structures  Damaged  -  1 

(5)  Bicycles  Destroyed  -  1 

(6)  Rafts  Damaged  >  1 

11.  AIMINISTRATIVE  MATTERS:  CLASS  V 


TYPE  AMMUNITION 
7.62  Linked 
5.56  mm 
2.75  Rockets 
AOmm  Linked 

Smoke  Grenades  (All  Colors) 


ROOIPS 

24,550 

120 

48 

140 

34 


12.  SPECIAL  EQUIPMENT  AND  TECHNIQUES:  Radio  comunicatioCv  botwoon 
forward  command  post  and  aircraft  often  became  a  problon  wMlo  workillg 
with  the  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment.  This  problon  was  aggravated 
because  of  the  extremely  large  assigned  area  of  operation  that  the  Uth 
ACR  had  to  operate  in.  On  two  occasions  this  necossltotod  tho  \1S0  of  an 
airborne  relay  aircraft.  This  practice  stiould  not  bo  uood  unloss  it 
becomes  completely  necessary. 


13.  LESSONS  LEARNED: 

a.  When  working  with  a  unit  that  continually  rocons  by  Hyaii  artB  and 
.50  cal  fire,  the  scout  teams  must  know  tho  ftiondly  units  locations  at  cll 
times  so  that  they  don't  receive  fridndly  firos* 

b.  When  working  with  .a.  highly  nobilo  unit,  constant  air  to  ground 
communications  must  be  maintained  in  ordor  to  keep  track  of  the  fkiondly 
ground  units. 

JAMES  T.  McManus 
.  _  - - — ^  Major,  Armor 
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CONflOENTI/ir 

AKIfl  K  -  OperationrO.  Report  of  3d  Sqtutdron,  17th  jfor  landed 

Ending  30  Ajuil  1968 


SITI  T':;!;  nvorent  Squadron  Organization  anil  locations 


1.  .  Valta 

jlO  Jiqi>r>i\ron,  17th  Cavalry 
Hfltviqaa-  i'ers  Troop 
A  l.vocp  \Alr^ 

B  T.r'^oxj  0'  \x) 

C  '.tji.ci' p  ^'•Ir) 

D  Troop  (C:.vound) 

2,  AbUctrd  Units: 

37bh  T/aavpr  rtation  Conqpany 
(I'lQ.Viv.;  Dc-iachsiont) 

5?.Oi.h  Aviav  i.-)?!  Batts-lion 
(Malnt  Dclachaent) 


UIC 

LOCATION 

WAAM&A 

Tay  Ninh 

RVN 

Wii-iHEO 

Tay  Ninh 

RVN 

VAJdlkO 

Long  Binh 

RVN 

WAA^^0 

Tay  IJinh 

RVN 

UAAICO 

Tay  Ninh 

RVN 

WAAM)0 

Tay  Ninh 

RVN 

Ua22M 

Tay  Ninh  RVN 

Tay  Ninh  RVN 

L>  f> 

COlinDENTlM^ 


confidential 


A.i^9x  L  (Operational  r.tport  of  3d  Squadron,  17th  Cavalry  Pariod  Englng 
30  i^pril  1968. 

CiiSJtCT !  Aircraft  Statxis  as  of  30  April  1968 


SvborAindtc  UHlC  UHlH  CSJ6A 


Umt 

Auth 

0/H 

Airth 

0/H 

Auth__ 

0/H  . 

HQ  Troop 

5 

5 

2 

2 

0 

0 

A  Troop 

11 

11 

6 

6 

10 

10 

B  Troop 

11 

11 

6 

6 

10 

10 

C  Troop 

11 

U 

6 

6 

10 

10 

_ 

cOnfFoential 
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uuiirilltll.1  IHL 


Annex  H  (Qr®rat.ional  Re|)A*fc‘''bt'^''3d  SquadrohJ' 
En'l.lng  30  Apri!!  "'QfA) 

17th'  Civalry  for  Period 

SUEoFjCT  :  Loigiswxcs  to  CI«1L 

HfiAPDS 

DAILY  AVERAGE 
CONSUMPTION 

7.62  (All  Typea) 

112 

23,778 

.38 

208 

12 

307 

15 

M-79  (40ano) 

215 

17 

M-5  (40tan) 

12 

122 

81mm  (Mortar) 

3 

4.4/ 

106inm  (Rdcoiloss) 

6 

to 

• 

5.56mm 

369 

602 

2.75in  Rockets 

38 

103 

Smoke  (An  Colors) 

24  . 

WP  Grenade 

8 

Shot  Gun 

20 

• 

7 

67 
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UUNMUtNIIAL  7^ 

Atmex  0  -  Monthly  Flying  Hours  (Operetiooaa  lUporb  of  3d  Squadron,  17th  Cavalry 
"  ' ’  '■•wil  1968) 


1.  Flying  ho\irs  during  the  month  of  February  1968. 

CHo..  -  1957  hrs 

CHIC  ^  1941  hrs 
UHlH  -  976  hrs 

2.  Flying  hours  during  the  month  of  March  1968. 

QH6A  -  1437  hrs 

UHIC  -  2010  hrs 
UHlH  ••  956  hrs 

3.  Flying  hours  during  the  month  of  April  1968. 

0H6<i  -  1477  hrs 

UHlC  -  1716  hrs 
UHlH  •  806  hrs 

4.  Average  aircraft  availahiUty  during  the  ropoxtlng  period. 
CH6A  -  53Sg 

OHIO  .  675b 
UHlH  -  6756 
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DOCUMENT  CONTROL  DATA  .  R  &  0 

_ (i0Cuelly  rl0»MltlrMilon  of  fflfo,  hotfjr  of  obafrocf  omf  Imlrxlnfi  tmn^Utllon  miinf  he  onfrftn/  when  the  uvorult  repnrt  M  etaKiittled) 


I.  ONtVtNATIN*  AC  Tl  VtTV  (CoipOMIO  O«lflor>  Ua.  IILPORT  SCCURITV  C  L  Alll  OIC  A  TION 

nA««flD/NB  BA  t-t _ B  f*  1  A  l  CONFIDEOTIAL 


OACSFOR,  DA,  Washington,  D.C.  20310 


tb.  bHOum 
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Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  Headquarters,  3rd  Squadron  17th  Cavalry 


«■  OaiCNIPTI^r 


I  (Ttpt  bltfbrt  bH4  Molnotvo  Satooj 


tr'.nnmr 


1  Feb  -  30  April  L968  (U) 


U  THONIOI  fnrol  MOOMt 


tlnumtu) 


CO,  3rd  Squadron  17th  Cavalry 


1  May  1968 


lb,  NO.  or  RBP* 


>!•!  (Atif  0mM  AMMMrt  tfMl  AM/  ^  •••Ijnotf 


QACSFOR,  DA,  Washington,  D.C.  20310 
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UNCl.ASSIFIF.n 


The  following  Itoms  art  rtconnandad  for  Inclusion  In  tha  Laaiont  Learnad 
Indax : 


ITEM  1 

*  SUBJECT  TITLE  _ 

FOR  OT  RD  #  _ ' 

***PAGE  #  _ ^ _ 

ITEM  2 

SUBJECT  TITLE  _ 

FOR  OT  RD  #  _ 

PAGE  #  ^ _ 

ITEM  3 

SUBJECT  TITLE  ■ 

FOR  OT  RD  #  •  ■■■  •  '  ■  ■ _ 

PAGE  #  _ '  .  _ \  ^  ■  _ _ 

ITEM  4 

SUBJECT  TITLE  '  _ 

FOR  OT  RD  #  _  ■  ■  ■  ' 

PAGE  #  _  . _ :  ■ 

ITEM  5 

SUBJECT  TITLE  _ _ ' 

FOR  OT  RD  #  .  _ _ ■  .  ’  .  V 

PAGE#  _ •  '•  ■; 

.  / 

*  Subject  Tit-la  I  A  abort  (one  scntanca  or  pbraaa)  daacription  of  the  item 
of  intaraat. 

**  FOR  OT  RD  #  I  ^pctra  in  the  Reply  Rafaranca  line  of  the  battar  of  Trana- 
mittal.  This  nuiabar  must  ba  a ccurataly  stated.. 

a**Paga  #  i  That  page  on  which  the  itaa  of  intaraat  la  Ipcatad*  . 


OK^ANTMCNT  THE  AHMV 


AOSTASE  AND  ACE*  MAID 
Oe^AttTMCMT  OF  THE  ARMY 
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Offlci  of  the  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for 
Fo}*;e  Developtnent 
ATTN:  Operational  Reports  Branch 
Headctiarterst  Oepartaent  of  the  Amy 
Washiigton,  D.C.  20310 
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